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Chief Justice Edward Bayda (1931-2010) 


Chief Justice Bayda 
remembered as a 


State funeral held in Regina 


By Pamela Cowan 
Regina Leader-Post, April 11, 2010 

Former Saskatchewan Chief Jus- 
tice Edward Bayda was remembered 
Saturday (April 10) as a man who 
left a lasting legacy — in law and in 
living life with compassion. 

In his honour, a state funeral was 
held and flags were at half-mast at 
the Legislative Building and all pro- 
vincial government buildings until 
sunset on Saturday. 


Publication Mail Agreement 
#40007679, paid at Edmonton, 
Alberta. 


We acknowledge the assis- 
tance of the Ukrainian Cana- 
dian Foundation of Taras 
Shevchenko towards our edi- 
torial costs.. 


A police escort led the motorcade 
as it drove from Speers Funeral 
Chapel on College Avenue to 
Blessed Sacrament Roman Catho- 
lic Church on Scarth Street, which 
was closed to traffic. 

The procession paused briefly at 
the Victoria Avenue courthouse be- 
fore proceeding to the church where 
more than 700 people gathered to 
pay their respects. 

An honour guard made up of 
Saskatoon and Regina police offic- 
ers lined the church steps as the pall- 
bearers — members of the Regina 
Police Service and the RCMP — 
carried Bayda’s flag-draped casket 
into the church. 

The Regina Symphony Orchestra, 
of which Bayda was a strong sup- 
porter, played prior to the service 
and near the end with Bayda’s most 
loved piece of music, Tchaikovsky, 
Symphony No. 5, Second Move- 
ment. 

In his words of remembrance, Ed 
Ratushny, a professor emeritus of 
the Faculty of Law, University of 
Ottawa and close friend, said 
Bayda’s main contribution to his 
province and to Canada was to serve 
as Chief Justice of Saskatchewan for 
25 years. 

He noted Bayda was the youngest 
to be appointed a provincial chief 
justice, the first Canadian chief jus- 
tice of Ukrainian descent, the first 


Saskatchewan-born chief justice of 


the province and the longest sery- 
ing provincial chief justice. 
“Under his leadership, the 
Saskatchewan Court of Appeal and 
he, personally, made a great contri- 
bution to our constitutional jurispru- 
dence, in particular,” Ratushny said. 
“He also contributed to public policy 
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Deputies clash after the Black Sea Fleet vote in the Verkhovna Rada, April 27. 


compassionate jurist! Chaos erupts as Rada 
ratifies Black Sea deal 


(RFE/RL)—Ukraine’s parliament erupted in chaos 
April as lawmakers \approved a bitterly controversial 
deal allowing the Russian Navy to extend its stay in 
Ukraine until 2042. \ 

Meanwhile, in Mostow, Russia’s Duma ratified the 
25-year extension to the Russian Black Sea Fleet’s base 
in Crimea in a parallel session less than an hour later. 

In Kyiv, scuffles broke out and opposition deputies 
hurled eggs at parliament speaker Volodymr Lytvyn, 
who took shelter under umbrellas. Smoke bombs filled 
the chamber with a thick white fog, setting off alarms 
and forcing deputies to cover their faces. 

On the strength of votes from President Viktor 


Yanukovych’s coalition, 236 Ukrainian lawmakers 
voted to ratify the agreement — 10 more than the re- 
quired minimum of 226 votes for the deal to pass. 

Lytvyn announced the ratification amid whistling and 
applause. 

Critics, led by Yanukovych’s Western-leaning pre- 
decessor, Viktor Yushchenko, and former Prime Min- 
ister Yulia Tymoshenko, regard the Russian base as a 
hostile presence on Ukrainian soil and had pushed for 
its removal when the existing lease runs out in 2017. 

Thousands of opposition protesters rallied outside 
the parliament building that same day to denounce the 
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Police push back protestors outside the Verkhovna Rada, April 27. 
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Екс-міністри оборони 
застерігають владу від згортання 
євроатлантичного курсу 


Олена Ремовська, Радіо Свобода 

Ратифікацією угоди про перебування Чорномор-- 
ського флоту Росії на території України влада фак-- 
тично відмовилася від курсу на євроатлантичну 
інтеграцію. Такої думки деякі фахівці з оборонних 
питань. 

Колишній міністр оборони України Євген Марчук 
вважає відхід української влади від курсу на євроат-- 
лантичну інтеграцію помилкою. На його думку, HOp— 
малізація відносин з Росією для України вкрай важ - 
лива, але ціну в продовження терміну перебування 
Чорноморського флоту вважає завеликою. «Нала- 
годження відносин із Росією дуже актуальне, адже 
НАТО не бачить у своєму складі країни, яка в стані 
«війни» з сусідом - тим більше таким, як Росія. Але 
українській владі в цьому питанні треба було 
маневрувати», - каже Євген Марчук. 

За словами політика, нині триває переформату-- 
вання відносин між Північноатлантичним альянсом 
i Росією. «Не враховувати цю ситуацію, a лише 
заявляти, що наш курс на НАТО лишається незмін- 
ним, - цього замало. Тим більше, що сьогоднішня 
влада практично цей курс закрила», зазначає Марчук. 

Перший міністр оборони незалежної України 
Костянтин Морозов упевнений, що курс на інтег- 
рацію в НАТО досі актуальний. Зокрема - задля MO— 
дернізації оборонної сфери, гарантування безпеки 
України i в перспективі - вступу до Євросоюзу. «На 
практиці - у нас немає ніяких міжнародних гарантій 
власної безпеки, бо всі угоди, меморандуми ні до 


чого не зобов'язують», зазначає Морозов. 

«Вступ до НАТО є передумовою інтеграції 
України в Євросоюз. Лише приєднання до військової 
організації, яка покликана боронити європейські 
цінності, є серйозним сигналом для союзників, що 
Україна приймає ці цінності - всерйоз і надовго», - 
додає екс-міністр. 

Директор Інституту глобальних стратегій Вадим 
Карасьов припускає, що через ратифікацію угоди 
про перебування російського флоту геополітична 
ціна України зменшуватиметься, і незабаром 
інвестицій та реформаторських ініціатив з боку 
Заходу може поменшати. «Те, що ми обрали з 
пролонгацією терміну перебування флоту, означає, 
що ми фактично відмовилися від системи колек- 
тивної безпеки в рамках євроатлантичних структур, 
й обрали в якості гаранта нашої безпеки Російську 
Федерацію», - каже політолог. 

У НАТО проблем щодо євроатлантичної інтеграції 
України не вбачають. Напередодні генеральний 
секретар НАТО Андерс Фог Расмуссен заявив, що 
підписана між українським і російським 
Президентами угода ніяк не завадить Україні 
вступити до Північноатлантичного альянсу. 

Водночас за результатами телефонного опиту-- 
вання, проведеного Інститутом Горшеніна, майже 43 
відсотки респондентів оцінюють ратифікацію 
українсько-російської угоди позитивно. Також, 45 
відсотків від загального числа опитаних, не бачать 
в угоді загрози суверенітету України. 


«Пакт Медведєва-Януковича». 
розділив 1 кримчан 


Володимир Притула, Радіо Свобода 

У Криму теж по-різному розцінюють підписання 
1 ратифікацію російсько-української угоди про 
подовження терміну перебування Чорноморського 
флоту Росії на півострові. І хоча до бійок справа не 
дійшла, проте заяви звучать досить гарячі 1 проти-- 
лежні за змістом. 

Зокрема, кримський прем'єр Василь Джарти 
сказав, що нарешті до Криму прийде стабільність 1 
спокій. А це, мовляв, гарантуватиме інвестиції та 
економічний розквіт. 

Підтримали «пакт Медведєва-Януковича» 1 пред- 
ставники прокремлівських сил, які провели два He— 
численні мітинги у Севастополі і Сімферополі на 
підтримку флотсько-газової угоди і закликали до 
відділення Галичини від України. 

А от активісти патріотичних організацій заявили, 
що готові активно протестувати. Лідер місцевого 
відділення УНІЇ Олег Фомушкін навіть припустив, 
що піде у військові загони опору. 

Разом із тим керівник відділу зовнішніх зв'язків 
Меджлісу, впливовий діяч кримськотатарського 
національного руху Алі Хамзін закликав через укла- 
дення «пакту Медведєва-Януковича» до проведення 
спеціальної міжнародної конференції про долю 
кримськотатарського народу та його батьківщини 


- Криму. За його словами, кримським татарам зали-- 
шається тільки одне - звертатися до міжнародної 
громадськості та європейських інституцій з про-- 
ханням провести міжнародну конференцію з 
забезпечення безпеки кримськотатарського народу. 

За словами відомого кримського економіста 
Андрія Клименка, зараз постане питання про долю 
тих економічних проектів, про які останні два роки 
активно говорили в Севастополі - про територію 
відкритої економіки і Чорноморської співпраці. На 
його думку, європейські, американські та азійські 
інвестори тепер візьмуть паузу 1 дивитимуться на 
політичний розвиток ситуації в регіоні. 

Російські ж інвестори навряд чи прийдуть до 
Севастополя з великими капіталами - Росія не є 
інвестиційним лідером у Чорноморському регіоні 1 
сама переживає значні економічні труднощі. 

Разом із тим, на думку Андрія Клименка, у севас-- 
топольців же може виникнути хибне відчуття полег-- 
шення. Мовляв, флот залишається - значить, будуть 
робочі місця. - 

Насправді ж на Чорноморському флоті Росії 1 далі 
триватимуть скорочення - «оптимізація і 
реформування флоту». На думку експерта, від згада- 
ної угоди слід очікувати й інших негативних 
наслідків для регіональної економіки та екології. 


З'їзд Партії регіонів: Янукович закликає до реформ, Азаров - до чистки 


Дмитро Шурхало, Радіо Свобода 

Віктор Янукович став почесним головою Партії 
регіонів. А на посаді голови партії затвердили 
Прем'єр-міністра Миколу Азарова. Таке рішення 
ухвалили в п'ятницю на з'їзді партії. Віктор 
Янукович закликав однопартійців до реалізації 
обіцяних на виборах реформ, а Микола Азаров - до 
чистки партійних лав. 

Віктор Янукович вже традиційно розпочав свою 
промову з критики на адресу попередньої влади, а 
відтак перейшов до виправдання укладеної ним угоди 
щодо ціни на газ та продовження терміну базування 
російського флоту в Криму. Визнавши, що Україна 
тут пішла на серйозні поступки, Президент утім 
зазначив, що до поступок його змусила політика 
попередньої влади. 

Віктор Янукович зазначив, що народ підтримав 
його не лише через протестні настрої, а завдяки 
запропонованій програмі реформ. Президент 
окреслив програму реформ - у місцевому 
самоврядуванні, судочинстві, у податковій та 
регуляторній сфері тощо - і закликав однопартійців 
до їх реалізації. 

Лідер, як називають Віктора Януковича регіонали, 
зазначив, що популярність опонентів Партії регіонів 
тримається «на експлуатації, як кажуть, націо- 


нально-свідомої тематики». Водночас, він закликав 
регіоналів до співпраці «з національно налашто- 
ваними силами» і запропонував своє розуміння 
національних інтересів. 

«Визначальний національний інтерес та, відпо- 
відно, пріоритет зовнішньої політики - це гармоній- 
ний розвиток національної економіки та суспільства. 
Саме на це я буду спрямовувати всі свої зусилля, як 
Президент України. Я не буду ставити під загрозу 
стабільність економіки та добробут громадян у 
гонитві за ефемерними геополітичними комбіна- 
ціями», - заявив Янукович. 

Новобраний голова Партії регіонів Микола Азаров 
зупинився на внутрішньопартійних проблемах. За його 
словами на президентських виборах на перемогу 
Януковича працювали близько 580 тисяч осіб, тоді як 
у лавах партії - 1,2 мільйона членів. При цьому він 
зазначив, що одні партійці чесно працювали на пере- 
могу Віктора Януковича, а інші - тишком домовлялися 
на випадок перемоги опонента. Тож, партія, 
переконаний її новий керівник, потребує чистки. 
Інакше її може спіткати поразка на місцевих виборах. 

Обидва лідери регіоналів - Президент та Прем'єр- 
міністр - зазначали, що внаслідок походу у владу 
партія може знекровитися. Тож, вони закликали до 
підготовки нових партійних кадрів. 
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Chief Justice Bayda remembered as а compassionate jurist 
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through his landmark reports aris- 
ing out of his Royal Commissions 
inquiring into the grain and uranium 
industries, both so vital to the 
Saskatchewan and Canadian econo- 
mies. He also made important con- 
tributions to the Canadian Judicial 
Council over those 25 years on is- 
sues affecting the administration of 
justice throughout Canada.” 

But, he added, Bayda’s human 
qualities transcended his profes- 
sional stature and made him loved 
as well as respected and admired. 
Three of Bayda’s outstanding quali- 
ties, Ratushny said, were his egali- 
tarianism, intellectual curiosity and 
sense of humour. 

As his former colleague, Stuart 
Cameron said, “He could talk with 
equal ease to the Chief Justice of 
Canada, the Prime Minister or the 
person delivering his newspaper.” 

Chief Justice of the Supreme 
Court of Canada Beverley 
McLachlin knew Bayda for 25 
years. She said he played a large role 
on the Judicial Council and was an 
excellent jurist. 

“T also knew him as a man of huge 
intellectual curiosity for the law and 
many other things — he was just a 
wonderful friend,” McLachlin said. 
“He had a great capacity for affec- 
tion and joy.” 

After graduating from law school, 
Ralph Goodale articled with Bayda. 

“Halfway through that first year, 
1972, he was appointed to the bench 
so my articles were reassigned with 
another member of the firm, but my 
friendship and relationship with Ed 
over the years has continued in a 
very robust way,” said the Liberal 
MP after the service. 

“His advice was always careful, 
thoughtful, dashed with a good mea- 
sure of humour and common sense. 
And, I think everybody who ever 
made his acquaintance will always 
remember his cackle of a laugh that 
he had that literally shook the roof 
of whatever room he was in.” 

When NDP MLA John Nilson was 
the province’s Attorney General, he 
traveled to Cambridge, England 
with Bayda and his second wife, 
Lorraine Bethell, to attend the Ca- 
nadian Institute for Advanced Legal 
Issues. 

“The joy of life that Ed reflected 
everywhere came out in a fun way,” 
Nilson said. "Не was always intro- 
ducing me and my wife Linda to 
people we'd just read about.” 

After retiring as chief justice, 
Bayda returned to private practice 
as senior counsel and advisor to 
Kanuka Thuringer LLP in Regina. 

Jim Ehmann, one of the firm’s 
partners, collaborated with Bayda 
on many appeals. 

“It was a great joy — the back and 
forth, the great wisdom on his part, 
his incredible ability to construct an 
argument and his ability to have an 
absolute ball while doing it — we 
had so many good times,” Ehmann 
said. “He inspired me. We’re going 
to miss him.” 

Court of Queen’s Bench Justice 
Eugene Schiebel and Bayda were 
law partners from 1965 to 1972. 

“Everybody was treated equally 
by Ed — whether you were rich or 
poor or whatever your problem 
was, Schiebel said. “He was just a 
wonderful person and a person I’m 
going to miss greatly. 

“He was my partner, my mentor 
and my colleague on my bench— 
for nearly 50 years we had an out- 

standing relationship — never a 
cross word left our lips. It was a re- 
lationship you don_t run into too 
often in your life. If you get one, 


PHOTO — COURTESY FAMILY ARCHIVIST 


Chief Justice Edward Bayda’s humble begininngs. Photo taken-in Alvena 
by the train station, when Aunt Mary from Toronto came to visit her fam- 
ily.. Standing Left to right: Edward's cousin Taras Bayda, Edward Bayda, 
Aunt Mary, соизіп 5 Nick and Alex Cebryk. Ronald Cebryk is siting оп 


Ed'ward’ss sister Mary's knee. 


you're lucky. I was lucky.” 

Former Saskatchewan premier 
Roy Romanow said Бе'ї remember 
Bayda most for his dissenting, and 
compassionate, decision on the Rob- 
ert Latimer case. 

“Tt was a very brave decision taken 
by a chief justice in the minority,” 
Romanow said. “It did not get up- 
held by the courts but it showed the 
compassion of the man.” 

Bayda died in hospital in Turkey 
on April 2 while on vacation with 
his wife, Ratushny and his wife 
Lynn. 

“The night before he died, we were 
in his room and the attendant was 
about to put an oxygen mask over 
his face,” Ratushny said. “Ed asked 
what it was and she said, “We are 
giving you some oxygen.’ She 
placed the mask on him and some 
muffled sounds immediately came 
from underneath the mask. She 
quickly removed it and asked if he 
was OK. He responded, ‘I was just 
saying: That’s okay if it’s good oxy- 
gen. Those were the last words І 
heard him say and he was telling a 
joke.” 

Born in Alvena in 1931, Bayda 
spent his entire professional career 
in the province. 

After 20 years in private practice, 
he was appointed to the Court of 
Queen’s Bench in 1972, elevated to 
the Court of Appeal in 1974 and in- 
stalled as Chief Justice of the Court 
of Appeal in 1981. 

Chief Justice John Klebuc said in 
a written statement: “Among his 
many learned judgments, former 
Chief Justice Bayda’s interpretation 
and application of the Charter of 
Rights will serve as his living legacy. 
His judgments in this field perhaps 
best illustrate his depth of learning, 
rigour of mind, sense of justice and 
idealistic approach to the law.” 

With church bells ringing in the 
background, Lt.-Gov. Gordon 
Barnhart spoke about presenting 
Bayda with the Saskatchewan Ог- 
der of Merit. 

“Now that I look back on that, that 
was so meaningful,” he said. “He 
received the award from the Ukrai- 
nian community as a builder and, 
from the people of Saskatchewan, 
the Saskatchewan Order of Merit 
and how timely because of his pass- 
ing now.” 

Premier Brad Wall said Bayda was 


a true leader. 

“His record as a jurist is probably 
unrivalled in our history and it 
would be hard to find its match 
across the country and so there’s a 
great body of legal work that he did 
obviously making our justice system 
stronger through his sagacity and 
wisdom,” Wall said. “But he also 
contributed mightily to the country 
— to the Judicial Council of Canada. 
Even more than that, he was just a 
very warm Saskatchewan personal- 
ity.” 

Justice Minister Don Morgan de- 
scribed Bayda’s passing as "ап in- 


\ 


credible loss to the province.” 

“He started on the bench around 
the same time that the Charter of 
Rights and Freedoms came in, so a 
lot of the charter jurisprudence in 
our province and throughout Canada 
was written by Justice Bayda,” Mor- 
gan said. "Не had written over 1,000 
judgments during his career — 
many of them relating to the charter 
and how the charter applied in our 
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province. I think it’s a piece of his- 
tory and a legacy of which we 
should all be proud.” 

Deputy provincial secretary Rick 
Mantey said state funerals are rare. 
The province offers them when 
present and former lieutenant-gov- 
ernors, premiers and chief justices 
die. The province’s last state funeral 
was held in 2006 for former Lt.-Gov. 
Jack Wiebe. 
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63-1 роковини акції «Вісла» 


Валентина Одарченко, Радіо Свобода 

28 квітня 63 роки тому на території Польщі розпочалася масштабна 
операція «Вісла» з переселення українців із рідних теренів на землі 
колишньої Східної Прусії. 

Повези мене, тату, на Україну, 

Щоби міг там побачить черешні й поля... 

Поведи мене, тату, на свою Батьківщину, 

Де зелені Карпати - домівка твоя... 

Сьогодні (28 квітня) цю пісню виконують вихованці української 
школи в польських Бартошицях під Ольштином, для яких ця земля 
вже є Батьківщиною. Українці потрапили на територію нинішнього 
Вармінсько-Мазурського воєводства у далекому 47-му. 

«Силоміць переселено 56 тисяч людей. Виселяли насильно, --розпо-- 
відає голова Вармінсько-Мазурського осередку українців в Ольштині 
Степан Мігус. - Приходило військо, виганяло людей, більшість навіть 
не мала права нічого з собою взяти. У товарних вагонах для худоби 
везли людей, два-три тижні йшли сюди потяги, іноді по дорозі вибирали 
людей, бо мали списки найактивніших українців, i запровторювали 
до концтабору в Явожні - раніше філіалу гітлерівського концтабору 
«Аушвіц-Біркінгем». 

Як зазначає нащадок переселених до Радянської України холмщаків, 
голова суспільно-культурного товариства «Забужжя», історик, нині 
рівнянин Петро Куделя, офіційною підставою для депортації стали 
українсько-польські конфлікти воєнних часів. 

Однак нині члени товариства обурені діями української влади, яка 
дозволила відкрити у столичному Українському домі виставку під Ha3— 
вою «Волинська різанина: польські та єврейські жертви ОУН-УПА». 

Найбільше обурює незбалансованість і підтасовування фактів експо-- 
зиції, зауважує Петро Куделя. «Час був драматичний, і конфлікти, 
які виникли, великою мірою були інспіровані німецьким і радянським 
керівництвом, - каже історик. - На жаль, в тій суперечці пролилася 
кров невинних і українців, і поляків. Але прикро, що кров польських 
громадян бачать, а кров українців бачити не хочуть. На Холмщині 
горіли села українські ще до Волинської трагедії - у березні 43-го 
року - Молодів, Ласки, Перечин... Убивали українську інтелігенцію -- 
священиків, агрономів, учителів — починаючи з 42-го року» 

Українців, які прибули на чужину, не поселяли компактно - у селі 
на сто польських родин повинно було бути не більше десяти родин 
українських, розповідає Степан Мігус, який натрапив у польських 
архівах на документи, які везли разом із українцями місцевій владі. У 
них - наказ: не вживати стосовно переселенців із південно-західних 
земель Польщі слова «українець». Адже метою переселення всередині 
країни мала бути повна асиміляція українців. 

«Так і робилося довгих 10 років - від 47-го до 56-го. Не можна було 
розмовляти українською мовою, вчити українською, ходити до церкви 
(церков, зрештою, не було). Лише десь за три роки після смерті «батька 
народів» настала невеличка відлига - дозволили українцям зорга- 
нізуватися - в межах, які комуністи поставили. Це було контрольоване 
дуже сильно спецслужбами», - зауважує Степан Мігус. 

Українцям доводилося стверджувати себе на нових теренах. На 
Варміно-Мазурах у Польщі нині вони мають чимало - свої школи, 
художні колективи, активні осередки. Українці поважали державні 
закони Польщі, тож із часом здобули славу добрих господарів i 
законослухняних громадян, і отримали таке бажане право на освіту 
рідною мовою, розповідає пан Мігус. 

«Нас, українців у Польщі, хоч ми жили компактно, ніхто не питав, 
чи ми хочемо знати мову держави - це був наш обов'язок цю мову 
знати, - наголошує він. - А те, що нам пізніше держава дала змогу 
вивчати свою мову - це вже інша справа. I це вже від нас залежало, 
хочемо ми її вчити чи ні». 

Депутат польського сейму Мирон Сич - українець, який вважає себе 
патріотом двох держав. Він переконаний: в тому, що в Польщі 
залишаються належним чином не вшановані могили українців - вина 
в першу чергу української влади, котра не хоче знати власної історії. 
«Ми повинні більше розвивати дискусії і на теми волинської трагедії, 
i на теми операції «Вісла» - не соромитися, а обговорювати, ми від 
цього не втечемо, і тоді подати один одному руки», - зазначає Сич. 

Водночас українці Польщі є не меншими патріотами своєї прабать- 
ківщини. Це засвідчило і недавнє гостювання журналістів із України 
під час першого українсько-польського фестивалю телерадіопрограм 
«Калиновий острів - Польща» у навчальному комплексі в Гурові- 
Ілавецькому та школі в Бартошицях із українською мовою навчання. 

Пісні та композиції, з якими зустрічали i проводжали своїх гостей 
маленькі українці Польщі, свідчили про те, що тут любов до рідної 
мови і культури не просто не зникає з плином десятків років, а й міцніє 
i популяризується. Школу вирізняє високий рівень навчання, її 
вихованці стають призерами загальнопольських олімпіад, а ще 
навчальний заклад охоче нав'язує широкі контакти з позаурядовими 
організаціями, бере участь у програмах Євросоюзу, плідно розвиває 
контакти з Україною, розповідає директор Комплексу шкіл з 
українською мовою навчання в Гурові-Ілавецькому Богдан Олійник. 
«Ми живемо Україною, - наголошує він. - Можемо тільки молитися, 
щоб в Україні було добре, і хочемо, щоб Україна була сильною 
державою - то й нам тут, українцям, буде краще». 

Нині про акцію «Вісла» згадують ті українці, котрим довелося 
покинути землю 1 майно та розпочати освоєння колишніх пруських 
земель, які під час повоєнного поділу Європи відійшли до Польщі. А 
ще згадують цю акції і їхні брати по крові та поневіряннях, депортовані 

у 40-х роках до Радянської України. Зокрема, у Рівному відбулося 
поминальне богослужіння біля пам'ятного знаку депортованим та 
загиблим українцям Холмщини, Підляшшя, Надсяння і Лемківщини, 
а також вечір із піснями Холмщини та спогадами про життя, котре 
минуло за тепер уже далеким Бугом. 
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Довідник "Архівна 


оо @ 
Наталка Коваленко, Радіо Свобода 

«Архівна україніка в Канаді» - це комплексний 
довідник про документи української культурної 
спадщини та пов'язані з історією України і українців 
документи іноземного походження із державних, 
громадських, приватних бібліотек і архівів Канади. 

Це повноцінна джерельна база, яка буде доступна 
українським науковцям, а згодом - і канадським в 
англійському варіанті. Самі архівісти зазначають, 
що цей довідник полегшить їм життя і спростить 
пошук інформації. 

Як зазначив посол Канади в Україні Даніель 
Карон, «Архівна Україніка в Канаді» - це результат 
трирічної ефективної спільної роботи канадських 
та українських науковців. За його словами, зроблена 
робота є успішною 1 дуже важливою, оскільки вона 
певним чином висвітлює важливий історичний 
період життя наших двох країн. 

«Із часу початку еміграції українців до Канади, а 
це був кінець 19-го століття, висвітлено життєво- 
важливі фактори з їхнього життя, їхньої інтеграції 
в нове суспільство. Вони всі були задокументовані і 
збережені для наступних поколінь. Зараз ми можемо 
відстежити різноманітні періоди їхнього життя в 
Канаді, у багатьох частинах Канади, у багатьох 
сферах їхньої професійної, культурної діяльності і 
міжкультурного розвитку», - сказав посол Канади 
в Україні. 

У довіднику «Архівна Україніка в Канаді» зібрано 
відомості документів майже із 60) архівних установ: 
національних, провінційних, церковних i, навіть, 
університетських. Поки що для презентації надруко-- 
вано лише 150) примірників довідника. Обсяг довід- 
ника - майже 900 сторінок. Над цим проектом 


в Канаді? 


працювало близько 12 осіб - вони впорядкували 
документи, перекладали та набирали тексти. 

До підготовки видання долучився і посол України 
в Канаді Ігор Осташ, зауважує перший заступник 
Голови Державного комітету архівів України Грина 
Матяш. «Завершено великий проект, який жодна 
людина самотужки ніколи б не змогла опанувати, — 
каже вона. - З одного боку, це перше подібне видан-- 
ня. Але заради справедливості, треба сказати, що 
подібне видання було на початку 90-х років. І підго-- 
товлено воно було тодішнім директором Канад- 
ського інституту українських студій паном Крав- 
ченком. Це була малесенька тонесенька книжка, яку 
надзвичайно цінують українські науковці. Оскільки 
вперше ми зрозуміли, що дві частини архівів, які 
зберігаються в Україні, і які зберігаються в Канаді 
можуть бути об'єднані заради пошуків наукової 
правди». 

Потреба у такому виданні очевидна, кажуть 
архівісти. Оскільки лише повноцінна джерельна база 
може забезпечити об'єктивні дослідження. До 
багатьох важливих українських фондів і колекцій 
створені детальні описи, ознайомлення з якими 
можливе через мережу інтернет. 

Актуальність створення довідника «Архівна 
україніка в Канаді» засвідчує не лише великий обсяг 
документів з історії та культури України та українців 
у Канаді, але й тривалу роботу, спрямовану на 
реєстрацію таких зібрань, що проводилися канад- 
ськими українцями. 

Від 1 червня розпочнеться серія презентацій цього 
довідника у Канаді. І упродовж року, кажуть 
архівісти, можна буде говорити про англійську 
версію довідника! 


Львівська 1 Тернопільська облради 
вимагають усунути Януковича 


Галина Терещук, Радіо Свобода 

Львівська та Тернопільська обласні ради негативно 
оцінили українсько-російські домовленості, які 
обумовлюють продовження на 25 років перебування 
Чорноморського флоту Росії в Україні 1 закликали 
депутатів Верховної Ради не допустити ратифікації 
цієї угоди. A також обранці двох областей BUMara— 
ють ініціювати усунення Віктора Януковича з 
посади Президента. 


У зверненні депутатів Львівської облради, ухва- - 


леному 23 квітня, мовиться, що Президент Віктор 
Янукович грубо порушив Конституцію України, 
підписавши угоду з російським колегою про нові 
терміни перебування Чорноморського флоту на 
території України. 

«Такий крок свідчить про те, що нова влада позбав-- 
ляє Україну незалежності, суверенності та самостій-- 
ності і стає на службу кадебістської, по своїй суті, 
влади Кремля», - зазначають депутати. Відтак вони 
вимагають розпочати процедуру імпічменту Прези- 
дента України Януковичу «за вчинення державної 
зради у відповідності зі статтею Конституції України». 

Голова Львівської обласної адміністрації, регіонал 
Василь Горбаль несподівано покинув сесійний зал 
обласної ради, чим зумовив невдоволення серед 
депутатів. Роман Ілик поцікавився з трибуни: «А де 
є зараз голова Львівської ОДА? Чому він покинув 
зал? Яка його позиція, ми його не почули?». 


Василь Горбаль заявив журналістам, що його 
особиста позиція у питанні Чорноморського флоту 
така ж, як і в Президента, а політичну дискусію в 
сесійному залі він назвав «нормальним явищем». 

Підписання нової угоди щодо перебування Чор- 
номорського флоту в Україні депутати Тернопіль-- 
ської облради назвали антидержавним кроком. У 
їхньому зверненні сказано: «Війни, які Москва вела 
з Україною від початку нашої незалежності - 
політичні, економічні, енергетичні, інформаційні, 
фінансові, дипломатичні, історичні - закінчилися 
ганебною капітуляцією, яку 21 квітня 2010 року 
підписав Янукович». 

Звернення Тернопільської облради не підтримали 
депутати, які перебувають у владі. Голова 
Тернопільської облради Олексій Кайда зауважив, що 
не витягли своїх карточок для голосування депутати 
він «Нашої України» і Української народної партії, 
які займають керівні посади. 

Депутати місцевих органів влади останнім часом 
ухвалили десятки звернень до керівників держави, 
але жодне з них не було ефективним. За оцінками 
експертів, єдиним дієвим засобом впливу може бути 
масовий спротив людей. 

Тому депутати Верховної Ради, які були присутні 
на сесії Львівської обласної ради, закликали 
мешканців Львівщини до масових акцій протесту. 
Наразі люди залишаються інертними. 


Янукович вважає, що ідею про пам'ятник 
Сталіну треба винести на референдум 


(УНІАН)- Президент України Віктор Янукович 
виступає за проведення місцевого референдуму у 
Запоріжжі з приводу встановлення пам'ятника 
Йосипу Сталіну. 

Про це повідомляє прес-служба глави держави. 

Президент України переконаний, що всі супе- 
речливі питання треба вирішувати в демократичний 
спосіб. «Я розмовляв з мером Запоріжжя і з 
депутатами міської ради. Ми дійшли спільної думки, 
що потрібен загальноміський референдум. Нехай 
мешканці Запоріжжя самі, у демократичний спосіб, 
вирішать, чи є місце на їхній землі погруддю 
Сталіна», - цитує слова Президента його прес- 
служба. 


«Стосовно пам'ятника Сталіну в Запоріжжі. По- 
перше, не пам'ятник, а бюст. По-друге, його ніхто 
не встановлював. У Запоріжжі нема ані пам'ятника, 
ані бюста Сталіну. Але в міській раді Запоріжжя є 
вісім комуністів. Ці комуністи хочуть у дворі, де 
знаходиться офіс Комуністичної партії, встановити 
погруддя Сталіна. Оскільки ця територія належить 
комуністам, то для встановлення бюста не потрібна 
згода міської ради», - зазначив Янукович . 

Як повідомляв УНІАН, 25 березня секретар 
Запорізького обкому Комуністичної партії України 
Олександр Зубевський заявив про намір встановити 
до 9 травня у місті пам'ятник Сталіну. 
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Opposition slams Yanukovych’s refusal 
to recognize Holodomor as genocide 


(Interfax-Ukraine)— Opposition parties have 
slammed Ukrainian President Viktor Yanukovych’s 
statement to the Parliamentary Assembly of the Coun- 
cil of Europe that it would be unfair to recognize the 
great famine of the 1930s as an act of genocide against 
the Ukrainian people. 

The statements is another betrayal of Ukrainian in- 
terests for the sake of “cheap Russian gas” and a be- 
trayal of the Ukrainians destroyed by dictators under 
the communist regime, says the head of the shadow 
government, Bloc of Yulia Tymoshenko (BYT) MP and 
member of Ukraine’s permanent delegation to the 
PACE, Serhiy Sobolev. 

“When the Council of Europe, which has always been 
a bastion of democracy, welcomes the dictator who or- 
dered the destruction of the Ukrainian parliament and 
the dispersal of peaceful demonstrations with the help 
of the police, I think this indicates that Yanukovych 
has actually overstepped the limit where terror and dic- 
tatorship starts. That is why the Ukrainian delegation 
to the PACE, represented by BYT and OU-PSD MPs, 
pointedly left the meeting of the Council of Europe 
when Yanukovych began to speak,” the BYT press ser- 
vice quoted him as saying in Strasbourg on April 27. 

The Our Ukraine Party says that Yanukovych’s state- 
ment violates the country’s law on the Holodomor. 

“By his statement, Yanukovych directly violated the 
- norms of the Ukrainian law of November 28, 2006 on 
the Holodomor of 1932-1933 in Ukraine, the first ar- 
ticle of which clearly states: ‘The Holodomor of 1932- 
1933 in Ukraine is genocide against the Ukrainian 
people.’ And Article 2 says: “Public denial of the 
Holodomor of 1932-1933 in Ukraine is considered the 
desecration of the memory of millions of Holodomor 
victims, the humiliation of the dignity of the Ukrainian 


people and is illegal,” the party’s press service said on 
April 27. 

The document also says that “Yanukovych has ig- 
nored a ruling of January 13, 2010 by Kyiv’s Court of 
Appeal, which recognized the leaders of the totalitar- 
ian Bolshevik regime as those guilty of ‘genocide 
against the Ukrainian national group in 1932-33 through 
the artificial creation of living conditions intended for 
its partial physical destruction.” 

The press service said that the president had “actu- 
ally opposed himself to the position of parliaments in 
Estonia, Australia, Canada, Hungary, Lithuania, Geor- 
gia, Poland, Peru, Paraguay, Ecuador, Colombia, 
Mexico and Latvia, which officially recognized the 
Holodomor as an act of genocide against the Ukrai- 
nian people.” The head of state also contradicts the 
position of the European Parliament, which recognized 
the Holodomor as a crime against the Ukrainian people, 
the press service said. 

Yanukovych said at the PACE session in Strasbourg 
on April 27 that the famine of 1932-1933 could not be 
regarded as an act of genocide against the Ukrainian 
people. 

“The Holodomor was in Ukraine, Russia, Belarus and 
Kazakhstan. It was the result of Stalin’s totalitarian re- 
gime. But it would be wrong and unfair to recognize the 
Holodomor as an act of genocide against one nation. 

“Tt was а common tragedy for all people who lived in 
the former Soviet Union,” he said. 

On November 28, 2006 the Verkhovna Rada of 
Ukraine adopted a presidential law on the Holodomor 
with amendments proposed by Parliament Speaker 
Oleksandr Moroz. The parliament recognized the 
Holodomor of 1932-1933 as genocide against the 
Ukrainian people. 


PACE refuses to recognize Holodomor as genocide 


(Interfax-Ukraine) — The Parliamentary Assembly of 
the Council of Europe (PACE) has refused to recog- 
nize the large-scale famine that took place in the So- 
viet Union during the 1930s as genocide of the Ukrai- 
nian people. 

Only 21 assembly members voted for recognizing 
Holodomor as genocide of the Ukrainian people, while 
55 voted against corresponding amendments to the draft 
resolution on the issue, an Interfax correspondent re- 
ported, April 28. 

The resolution that was adopted says that the mass 
starvation of the 1930s on the territory of the Soviet 
Union was caused by deliberate actions of the totali- 
tarian Stalinist regime. 

“The totalitarian Stalinist regime in the former So- 
viet Union led to horrifying human rights violations 
which deprived millions of people of their right to life. 
One of the most tragic pages in the history of the peoples 
of the former Soviet Union was the mass famine in 
grain-growing areas of the country which started in the 
late 1920s and culminated in 1932-33,” the PACE reso- 
lution reads. 

The document was passed following the discussion 
of a report by Rapporteur of the Political Affairs Com- 
mittee Mevlut Cavusoglu (Turkey). 

“Millions of innocent people in Belarus, Kazakhstan, 
Moldova, Russia and Ukraine, which were parts of the 
Soviet Union, lost their lives as a result of mass starva- 
tion caused by cruel and deliberate actions and poli- 
cies of the Soviet regime,” the resolution reads. 

“Tn Ukraine, which suffered the most, the peasantry 
was particularly hit by the Great Famine and millions 
of individual farmers and members of their families 
died of hunger following forced “collectivization’”, a 
ban on departures from the affected areas and confis- 
cation of grain and other food. These tragic events are 
referred to as Holodomor (politically-motivated fam- 
ine) and are recognized by Ukrainian law as an act of 
genocide against Ukrainians,” according to the docu- 


ment. 

The resolution states that in Kazakhstan, too, mil- 
lions fell victim to the mass famine, and the ratio of the 
dead to the whole population is believed to be the high- 
est among all peoples of the former USSR. 

Besides, in the grain-producing areas of Russia (the 
Middle and Lower Volga, the North Caucasus, the cen- 
tral Black-Soil region, the Southern Urals, Western Si- 
beria and some other regions), the famine caused by 
“collectivization” and dispossession of the wealthy in- 
dividual farmers took millions of lives in rural and ur- 
ban areas. 

Dozens of thousands of farmers also died in Belarus 
and Moldova, the resolution reads. 

According to the document, the assembly honours 
the memory of all those who perished in this unprec- 
edented human disaster, and recognizes them as vic- 
tims of a cruel crime of the Soviet regime’ against its 
own people. It strongly condemns the cruel policies 
pursued by the Stalinist regime, which resulted in the 
death of millions of innocent people, as a crime against 
humanity. It resolutely rejects any attempts to justify 
these deadly policies, by whatever purposes, and re- 
calls that the right to life is non-derogable. 

The PACE urged the Council of Europe member states 
to make their national archives open and accessible. 
The assembly also called on historians of all countries 
of the former Soviet Union, which suffered during the 
Great Famine, as well as historians from other coun- 
tries, to conduct joint independent research programmes 
in order to establish the full, un-biased and un- 
politicised truth about this human tragedy, and to make 
it public. 

The parliamentarians also welcomed the decision by 
the Ukrainian authorities to establish a national day of 
commemoration of the victims of the Great Famine 
(Holodomor) in Ukraine, and encouraged the authori- 
ties of other countries which also suffered to do the 
same with regard to their own victims. 


Communists want more Stalin monuments 


(RFE/RL)—Communists in Dnipropetrovsk want to 
erect a monument to Soviet leader Josef Stalin, RFE/ 
RL’s Ukrainian Service reports. 

Kateryna Vidyakina, a Communist deputy on the 
Dnipropetrovsk regional council, told journalists today 
that placing a monument to Stalin in the city would be 
а sign of the Communist Party’s political strength and 
popularity. 

Mykola Vodyany, the secretary of the Communist 
Party’s Dnipropetrovsk committee, said the monument 
to Stalin could be erected on one of the city’s major 
streets, 

But he said discussions with local authorities must 
be held and the opinion of locals taken into account. 


But he said the monument could be erected on prop- 
erty belonging to the Communist Party, in which no 
one’s permission would be necessary. 

Communists in Odesa announced a plan the previ- 
ous week to erect a Stalin monument by November 7, 
the Soviet-era holiday marking the day the Bolsheviks 
came to power in Russia. 

And in March, Communists in Zaporizhzhya an- 
nounced plans to unveil a Stalin monument by May 9, 
the 65th anniversary of the Soviet victory over Nazi 
Germany in World War II. 

Stalin ruled the Soviet Union from the early 1920s 
until his death in 1953, He is considered responsible 
for the deaths of millions of people during his reign. 


Chornobyl 
anniversary marked 


(RFE/RL)—Ceremonies were held April 26 in Ukraine, Belarus, and 
Russia to commemorate the 24th anniversary of the Chornoby! nuclear 
accident. 

The April 26, 1986, explosion at Chornobyl caused severe radioactive 
contamination of some 145 square kilometres in Europe, mostly in Belarus 
and Ukraine. 

The total number of people killed by the explosion and exposure to ra- 
diation afterward during the cleanup is controversial. 

A United Nations report released in 2005 said that some 4,000 people 
could eventually die from radiation exposure as a result of the Chornobyl 
disaster. But it said the accident had been responsible for the deaths of 
about 50 people by 2005. 

Other organizations claim that many thousands of people have died from 
radiation exposure at Chornobyl. 

President Viktor Yanukovych said in a nationwide address today that 
more than 2 million people — at least one-quarter of whom are children 
— are suffering from radiation-caused diseases in areas that were affected 
by the Chornobyl accident. He pledged to provide better care for victims 
and those who still suffer from related diseases. 

He said the Chornobyl nuclear reactor remains a serious threat to Eu- 
rope. 


Yanukovych says Kyiv needs 
more Chornobyl funds 


Ukraine needs more international cash to keep safe the concrete case 
over the Chornobyl nuclear plant’s fourth reactor which exploded 24 years 
ago, President Viktor Yanukovych said on Apr. 26, reported Reuters. 

Thousands of tonnes of toxic nuclear dust billowed across Ukraine, 
Russia and Belarus in the world’s worst civil nuclear disaster on April 26, 
1986. 

Ukraine has already received hundreds of millions of dollars in Western 
help to build a new shelter over the reactor and to construct facilities to 
process nuclear waste. 

But Yanukovych told the president of the European Bank for Recon- 
struction and Development Thomas Mirow that the former Soviet repub- 
lic needed hundreds of millions more. 

“We have seen now that the funds we expected to spend are not enough. 
Additional needs could total about 400 million euro,” Yanukovych told 
Mirow. 

In April United States agreed to give Ukraine $250 million for work to 
safeguard the Chornoby] site. 

A concrete and steel structure was hurriedly erected after the disaster, 
which contaminated vast tracts of land with radioactivity. 

Thousands of people are believed to have died from the effects of radia- 
tion since the accident and research continues into the long-term health 
effects, particularly the incidence of thyroid cancer. 


Proudly serving the Ukrainian 


Would you like to work with funeral 
directors who understand how 
valuable it is for you and your family 
to have a truly meaningful funeral 
experience? 
When the time comes to honor a 
loved one’s memory in a personal and 
respectful way, please call us. 
» Wide range of burial & cremation 
services & products 
» Prearranged funeral plans to 
meet your personal wishes 
and financial budget 


24 hours: 780-426-0050 


Toll Free: 1-877-426-0050 
Edmonton: 9709 - 111 Avenue 
www.parkmemorial.com 
Lamont | Mayerthorpe | Smoky Lake | Vegreville | Wildwood 
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Yanukovych 
betrays Ukraine 


Once again President Viktor Yanukovych has flouted the Constitution 
of Ukraine, kowtowed to Moscow and used his bought off majority in the 
Verkhovna Rada to ram through legislation that amount to a total betrayal 
of the national interests of Ukraine. 

The deal by which Ukraine granted Russia a 25-year extension of the 
lease for the Sevastopol base of the Black Sea Fleet stands right up there 
with the Pereyaslav Treaty of 1654 in terms of historic betrayals of the 
Ukrainian nation. This deal was signed in Kharkiv on April 21 and rati- 
fied by 236 votes in Ukraine’s parliament six days later by that same un- 
constitutional coalition which created the unconstitutional government in 
the first place. The government once again played loose with the Consti- 
tution claiming that since this deals only calls for an extension of the lease, 
it does not need the 300 votes necessary for a constitutional amendment to 
allow foreign troops on Ukrainian soil 

Ukraine gets very little in return for surrendering its. It get a $100 dis- 
count on the price of gas if the price is higher than $330 per 1,000 cubic 
meters, or a 30-percent discount if the price is lower than $330. Yet the 
current trends indicate increase in supplies and falling demand — all of 
which benefits consuming countries. European states are negotiating new 
prices with Russia and are not giving away political concessions. 

Russia, on the other hand, gets huge economic benefits from this accord 
—it no longer needs to build new facilities for its Black Sea Fleet, since it 
is now guaranteed the use of the Sevastopol port until 2042 (the old lease 
agreement wasn’t scheduled to run out until 2017) — at rock bottom prices. 

In addition, this agreement places Ukraine firmly within Russia’s orbit 
and effectively preventing the country from being able to conduct an in- 
dependent foreign policy. 

Since the current lease deal allows for a five-year extension, why wasn’t 
this the first approach taken by Yanukovych had he decided to use the 
fleet deal as an option? Many observers believe that Russian President 
Dmitri Medvedev simply handed Yanukovych a prepared draft agreement 
and Yanukovych signed on without questioning it. 

But the fleet deal should never have entered the gas deal negotiations. 
While Ukraine pays exorbitant amounts for Russia’s gas it allows Russia’s 
gas to pass through its pipeline to Europe at far less than market rates. Gas 
prices should always have been linked with fair market transport prices 
and the Tymoshenko government is as much to blame for its failure to do 
50 as is the Yanukovych regime. And since Russia plans to build its Nord 
Stream pipeline bypassing Ukraine, Ukraine may lose that lever in the 
future as well. The best way to resolve the gas issue was for Ukraine to 
join a European consortium to modernize and manage the pipelines. This 
is now dead in the water. 

Trying to explain this sell-out of gargantuan proportions, Nikolai Azarov 
the only government leader in the world who can’t speak the language of 
the country he is supposed to govern, came out with this incredible state- 
ment: 

“We cannot come out of this without great losses. Everything depends 
on the good will of Russia: If they want to come to an agreement with us, 
to listen to our arguments, then we will be able to review the contract. If 
they don’t, we will be like serfs.” 

Pozhalusta, Nikolai. But it is precisely by signing and ratifying this 
agreement you turned yourself and your nation into serfs. 
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Russia’s strategic gains at 
Ukraine’s and Europe’s expense 


By Stephen Blank 

(Jamestown Foundation)—Russia’s new deal with 
Ukraine on the Black Sea Fleet (BSF) and gas prices 
has profound bilateral significance, as well as for the 
CIS and even Europe. It ratifies long-term Russian gains 
at the expense of all the other players and continues to 
solidify Moscow’s claim to possess a sphere of influ- 
ence in the former Soviet Union. Ukraine had sought 
to obtain reduced gas prices to cope with its deep eco- 
nomic crisis. It had three alternatives: the first, which 
it pursued, was to offer Moscow a share in a consor- 
tium alongside Ukraine and the EU, to manage the re- 
organization of the Ukrainian gas distribution network. 
Moscow turned this down, not wanting to be part of a 
consortium in regard to reforming the Ukrainian gas 
network, because it would not have a controlling share 
and, equally importantly, opportunities for corruption 
in the current status quo constitute the foundation of 
much of Russia’s gas wealth and leverage upon Ukraine 
and other East European states. If there is to be a con- 
sortium, Moscow wants it to be one that it controls. 

Kyiv’s second alternative was to bite the bullet and 
institute reforms within its gas economy. Yet, that course 
alienates President Yanukovych’s power base, which de- 
pends on cheap gas and non-transparent deals. Such re- 
forms would also generate momentum towards greater 
harmonization of the Ukrainian economy with those of 
EU members to its West and would thus represent a form 
of Westernization over the long-term, clearly not some- 
thing Moscow wants as the present situation affords it 
multiple sources of leverage. Consequently, Ukraine 
adopted this new deal where it receives a 30 percent 
reduction in the cost of gas (from $330 per thousand 
cubic meters (tem) to $230 per tem). It obviates the need 
for a politically difficult reform, allows Ukraine to for- 
mulate a budget without meeting the tough criteria set 
by the International Monetary Fund (IMF), satisfies 
Yanukovych’s, support, and takes the controversial is- 
sue of the BSF off the table. It also rescues the troubled 
Naftogaz Ukrainy from looming bankruptcy. 

However, in numerous ways this short-term deal rep- 
resents a defeat for Ukraine and a massive victory for 
Russia. Kyiv loses because the BSF and its accompa- 
nying socio-political-economic-cultural infrastructure 
enable Russia to keep the Crimea, and thus Ukraine, in 
a permanent condition of de facto circumscribed and 
limited sovereignty. Moscow will retain all its points 
of leverage over Kyiv and gain more because the deal 
allows Russia to build two nuclear reactors in Ukraine 


and preserve its nuclear monopoly there (as an alterna- 
tive to gas). Apart from this limitation on Ukraine’s 
effective sovereignty, Moscow also reinforces its tan- 
gible leverage over Kyiv by restoring its dependence 
on Russian subsidies and preserving Ukraine’s non- 
transparent gas economy. Third, it prevents Ukrainian 
democratization and market reforms. Fourth, it thereby 
inhibits Kyiv’s moves towards the IMF, and ultimately 
the BU. Fifth, given the lease’s duration of 25 years, 
with an option to renew for another five years, this deal 
all but ensures that future Ukrainian governments will 
be stuck with a minority controlled by Moscow in the 
Crimea, and will find it very difficult to move west- 
wards towards the EU or NATO until 2042, if not later. 

This deal also has profound implications for Ukrai- 
nian and European gas supplies. Russia is intensifying 
its work with Ukraine on the aforementioned consor- 
tium to restructure its gas network. Nonetheless, with 
Ukraine firmly dependent on Russia, Moscow will gain 
more leverage upon it because it is pushing hard for 
South Stream, which will essentially bypass Ukraine 
as regards supplying Central and Southeastern Europe. 
If South Stream proceeds, as Moscow hopes, it will 
isolate Ukraine from Europe even more. 

Similarly, this deal shows Moscow reverting to past 
practices of subsidizing neighbours and “special friends” 
to preserve their dependence upon Russia. Moscow had 
claimed to abandon this policy in 2005, but never fully 
managed to do so. Now, it is clearly going to become a 
policy once again, and a powerful source of leverage on 
Europe and Eurasia. indeed, the Russian Energy Minis- 
ter, Sergei Shmatko, announced that Moscow sees no 
reason to revise other contracts, so the price of favourable 
subsidies for any other customer will be more depen- 
dence on, or subservience to Russian objectives. Finally, 
this deal also allows Russia to maintain the BSF, even if 
it is not very useful outside the CIS, and continue to try 
and close the Black Sea to NATO and use it (especially 
if it procures the Mistral and accompanying infrastruc- 
ture with that ship from France) to intimidate Georgia 
and maintain constant pressure on Ukraine. This is an 
extraordinarily impressive victory for Moscow, but it is 
a major loss for Kyiv and the EU, which continues to 
pay the price of having no effective energy policy on 
Russia, or no coherent policy for the members of the 
CIS between Belarus and Armenia. Since nature abhors 
a vacuum, Moscow has not only filled that space, it has 
taken another major step towards consolidating itself as 
the security manager of the European CIS. 


Black Sea Fleet vote: Know thy heroes 


By Stephen Bandera 

Eggs, smoke bombs, sirens and fisticuffs were not 
enough to stop Ukraine’s parliament from making a 
mockery of the democratic process on April 27. With- 
out any debate or discussion, the legislature ratified an 
agreement that will allow Russian military maintain a 
presence in Ukraine until 2042 and adopted the state 
budget for 2010. 

Video footage of the Rada circus was carried by me- 
dia worldwide as the Kremlin scored yet another vic- 
tory in Ukraine in the 50 days since Victor Yanukovych 
became president. 

Та his first weeks in office Yanukovych was praised 
for the speedy consolidation of power. When he quickly 
formed a cabinet of ministers and cobbled together a 
majority in parliament using le$$ than constitutional 
means, most observers looked the other way. They rea- 
soned that anything was better than the chaos that re- 
sulted from the standoff between president and prime 
ministered that characterized Yushchenko’s presidency. 
They looked the other way when Yanukovych secured 
a constitutional court ruling using le$$ than constitu- 
tional means. All three branches of government — ex- 
ecutive, legislative and judicial — were brought under 
the control of a single political party (like the good old 
days of the Soviet Union — Back to the U$$R!). 

So it should have come as no surprise that 
Yanukovych found 236 votes in the 450-seat parlia- 
ment to vote for extending the Russian Black Sea Fleet 
lease. But in Soviet times, the party members would 
actually show up to vote, even if the results were fixed 
beforehand. In post-Soviet Ukraine, MPs do not have 
to be physically present in parliament to vote: it’s 
enough for their “voting cards” to be in the right hands 
under the dome on Hrushevsky Street. For example, 
where was Regions MP Serhiy Holovaty when he voted 
to ratify the Black Sea Fleet agreement? In Strasbourg, 
France. Ukrainian democracy allows for elected offi- 
cials to perform their duties virtually. 

Ask a Ukrainian who represents their community in 
parliament and they won’t know, because the current 
Rada was elected according to a proportional, closed 


list system. There is no direct representation. All a voter 
saw on the ballot when he/she voted in 2007 were the 
first ten names of every party of electoral bloc. Ukrai- 
nians not only do not know who represents them, they 
don’t even know who they voted for. As a result, a bunch 
of no names responsible to nobody except their party 
boss, who bought their way onto their party list are in 
parliament. This is the worst Rada ever, making some 
of the worst decisions — ever. 

But Ukrainians did not give any one party the carte 
blanche to rule the country in the last presidential or 
parliamentary elections. In fact, Ukrainians cast their 
votes for political forces who would never trade Crimea 
for lower natural gas prices or adopt a state budget 
without any debate. They voted for pro-Western forces 
such as the Bloc of Yulia Tymoshenko and Our Ukraine 
Peoples’ Self-Defense. But wouldn’t you know it? MPs 
from these parties were instrumental in making sure 
Yanukovych’s Kremlin-appeasing initiatives were suc- 
cessful in Parliament: 9 MPs from Byut and 7 MPs 
from OUPSD. Their combined 16 votes pushed the nec- 
essary number over the minimum 226 mark. They 
joined forces with Yanukovych’s Party of Regions, the 
Communists and the Rada Speaker’s Lytvyn Bloc, who 
did not have enough votes on their own. 

Their names are: Valentyn Zubov, Volodymyr 
Ivanenko, Petro Kuzmenko, Oleh Malich, Sviatoslav 
Olynyk, Valeriy Pysarenko, Thor Savchenko, Ivan 
Sidelnyk and Oleh Cherpitsky from Byut and from 
OUPSD Yuri Boot, Serhiy. Vasylenko, Stanislav Dovhy, 
David Zhvania, Oleksandr Omelchenko, Thor Palytsia 
and Volodymyr Poliachenko. 

These are the names of people who betrayed the 
people who voted for their party. Voters can’t recall 
them even if they know their names. They can’t be re- 
placed by their parties. They are immune from сгіті- 
nal prosecution. They don’t even have to be in the Rada 
to vote. Their terms in office won’t expire until 2012. 
They answer to nobody. Except to Yanukovych. And 
he answers to nobody. Except Putin. 

This article was posted April 27 on Stepan Bandera ‘s 
blog <http://kyivscoop.blogspot.com/>. 
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Ukraine’s foreign policy turns to Ше east 


By Taras Kuzio 

(Jamestown Foundation)— With less than two months in 
office President, Viktor Yanukovych, has undermined a 20- 
year-old elite consensus on national security by introducing 
a far more pro-Russian essence to Ukrainian foreign policy 
than ever before. 

Ukrainian political commentator, Mykola Ryabchuk, 
warned that the Yanukovych administration would be more 
authoritarian and pro-Russian than was President Leonid 
Kuchma in 1994-2004. This view of Yanukovych, as a threat 
to Ukrainian independence and democracy, is quickly gain- 
ing ground due to the heavy handed manner in which he has 
launched his divisive domestic and foreign policies despite 
being elected by only one third of the population, coming 
first in 10 out of 27 administrative regions and with less than 
50 percent of the vote. 

The West has largely remained passive about President 
Viktor Yanukovych’s infringement of the constitution and turn 
towards Russia, because it has accepted his claim that he is 
bringing much needed “stability” to Ukraine after five years 
of “Orange” instability. This is a misnomer as the signing of 
the Black Sea Fleet (BSF) base extension by 25 years crossed 
a “red line” and will push Ukraine closer to the Kyrgyz sce- 
nario. The 2004 Orange Revolution was the largest of the 
democratic revolutions, the longest and most peaceful. Fu- 
ture protests will be less likely to be as peaceful. 

Until April 21, the opposition was divided over how to re- 
spond to the roll-back of democracy in Ukraine. Since April 
22 a nationalist component to opposition grievances has united 
former moderate and radical “Orange” forces for the first time 
since the 2004 elections. : 

The Ukrainian opposition has been unanimous across the 
spectrum in denouncing the BSF agreement as “state trea- 
son,” describing Yanukovych, not as a president, but a “Little 
Russian governor” or, as former President, Viktor Yushchenko, 
put it derogatorily, a “Russian lad”. 

Tymoshenko said: “This is not simply treason, this is the 


Ruling coalition set to expand 


Commentary 


beginning of the systematic ruining of the independence of 
our state”. The moderate former presidential candidate, 
Arseniy Yatseniuk, condemned the sale of Ukrainian assets, 
calling it “unconstitutional” and denouncing the sidelining 
of parliament in the formulation of foreign policy. 

In an earlier open letter to President Yanukovych, former 
President, Leonid Kravchuk, who supported Tymoshenko in 
the 2010 elections, complained: “In our words we are mov- 
ing to Europe. But interestingly, we are doing this through 
Russia, through the Single Economic Space, and the Cus- 
toms Union. It is obvious that this is impossible”. 

A major problem facing Western governments and interna- 
tional organizations is their willingness to accept at face value 
Yanukovych’s claims to be supportive of democracy and 
Ukraine’s integration into the EU. This 15 a major mistake as 
Yanukovych will, as the BSF accords show, not revive 
Kuchma’s balanced multi-vector foreign policy. The 1997 
BSF accord signed by Kuchma was for a temporary 20-year 
lease for the base. 

Four examples show how the West needs to ignore empty 
declarations and instead focus on Yanukovych’s actions. 
Firstly, he declares goals without establishing mechanisms to 
achieve them. The mindset is similar to Soviet aims of build- 
ing communism or fulfilling five year plans are similar to 
current programs to combat corruption or join the EU. 

Secondly, he undertakes two policies at the same time that 
contradict one another. This has a long record. The 2002- 
2004 Yanukovych government sent the third largest military 
contingent to Iraq and yet launched the biggest anti-Ameri- 
can campaign since the Soviet era during the 2004 elections. 
Yanukovych’s 2010 election program supported Ukraine’s 
“non-bloc status” and since his election has agreed to trans- 
form Sevastopol into a permanent BSF base. Yanukovych fails 
to see the contradiction between a country having non-bloc 


By Pavel Korduban 

(Jamestown Foundation)—The Ukrainian constitu- 
tional court on April 8 approved the formation of the 

pro-presidential coalition in parliament in early March. 
The main controversy was over the right of individual 
people’s deputies to join the coalition against the will 
of their caucuses. The court decided that deputies are 
free to do so. The main implication for Ukrainian poli- 
tics is that this strengthens the rule of the Party of Re- 
gions (PRU) which backs President Viktor Yanukovych 
and Prime Minister Mykola Azaroy. Now the coalition 
is set to expand at the expense of defectors from the 
opposition, diminishing the influence of the commu- 
nists and Parliamentary Speaker, Volodymyr Lytvyn’s, 
bloc as junior coalition partners. Also, the opposition 
in parliament is weakening. 

The opposition appealed to the court immediately af- 
ter the new majority coalition was formed. It argued 
that Yanukovych’s team violated the constitution by 
forging the coalition, which included several individual 
deputies in addition to the PRU, communist, and 
Lytvyn’s caucuses. Without those deputies, the coali- 
tion may not exist as its membership would fall under 
226, or the majority in the 450-seat unicameral cham- 
ber. Yanukovych needed the coalition in order to re- 
place his arch-rival, Yulia Tymoshenko, with his ally, 
Mykola Azarov, as prime minister, which occurred on 
March 11, only hours after the coalition was officially 
formed. 

The opposition argued that the coalition was illegal 
because the constitutional court ruled in 2008 that any 
majority coalition must consist of caucuses, implying 
a ban on individual membership for deputies. How- 
ever, it was clear from the outset that the court would 
approve the coalition given the perceived need to pre- 
serve government stability, which is shared in the West. 
Tymoshenko, aware of this, tried to influence the court 
by alleging that several judges were offered $1 million 
each for ruling in favour of the coalition. The PRU ac- 
cused her of exerting pressure on the court, and the 
prosecutor-general’s office, summoned Tymoshenko 
for an explanation. On April 8, it delivered its verdict 
on the coalition; the prosecutor-general’s office said it 
did not find evidence of bribery in the court. 

During the coalition’s formation, six more deputies 
defected from Tymoshenko’s bloc and Our Ukraine, 
the two opposition caucuses, to join the coalition, con- 
sequently swelling its membership to 241. Lytvyn рге- 
dicted that it would grow to as many as 260 members 

in the near future. As the coalition is now legitimate, 
there is no need for early parliamentary elections which 


Yanukovych had pledged to call if the court had re- 
jected the coalition. However, this verdict may have 
damaged Ukrainian democracy as it raised suspicions 
of corruption among judges and weakened the opposi- 
tion, but it is good for stability and economic growth. 

As the coalition grows at the expense, of defectors 
from the opposition, the influence within the coalition 
of the communists and Lytvyn Bloc, the two small cau- 
cuses that oppose market reforms, is waning. Conse- 
quently, it might be easier for the PRU- dominated gov- 
ernment to launch unpopular reforms, such as pension 
reform, and abolishing the ban оп farmland 
privatization which presents a serious barrier to for- 
eign investment. The larger the coalition, the easier it 
should be for the PRU to push through parliament the 
budget bill for 2010, which the cabinet will submit in 
April in order to qualify for the resumption of financ- 
ing by the International Monetary Fund (IMF) from 
which the government expects a $5 billion loan. 

Meanwhile, the opposition’s weakness became ob- 
vious after the March 30 vote on the Education Minis- 
ter, Dmytro Tabachnyk. Following weeks of a nation- 
wide anti-Tabachnyk campaign launched by national- 
ists over his controversial education reform plans, a 
motion of no-confidence against Tabachnyk was backed 
by only 202 deputies in parliament, 24 short of the re- 
quired number. No deputy from the coalition supported 
the motion despite the fact that Tabachnyk’s views are 
not shared by many members of the coalition. 

Recent opinion polls also confirm that the PRU is 
probably at the peak of its popularity, while the oppo- 
sition is experiencing difficulties. The PRU would have 
won an election in March with 36.4 percent against the 
Tymoshenko bloc’s 13.6 percent, according to a poll 
conducted by the Kyiv International Institute of Soci- 
ology from March 19-28. Tymoshenko’s bloc was 
trailed by Deputy Prime Minister, Serhy Tyhypko’s 
Strong Ukraine on 6.6 percent, and former Parliamen- 
tary Speaker, Arseny Yatsenyuk’s Front of Change, on 
4.3 percent. A similar poll by R&B Group, conducted 
in mid-March, was more favourable for the PRU, which 
scored 43 percent against Tymoshenko’s 17 percent, 
followed by Strong Ukraine on 10 percent and Front 
of Change on 5 percent. These results are similar to 
those in the first round of the presidential election on 
Jan. 17, in which Yanukovych (35 percent) also de- 
feated Tymoshenko (25 percent), ahead of Tyhypko (13 
percent) and Yatsenyuk (7 percent). However, the PRU 
is the only party among the four most popular parties 
that performed better in the two polls than its leader 
did on Jan. 17. 


O CANADA “IN ALL THY SONS COMMAND” 


Changing our national anthem to render the line “in all thy sons com- 
mand” seemingly more gender neutral is grammatically unnecessary. 
ЗО Canada” is already gender neutral. We can check the dictionary or 
recall our historical precedents to see there is no need to make changes 
out of some sense of political correctness. 

The word “son” has more than one definition; it does not necessarily 
refer to a male offspring. This is particularly true when referencing 
nationhood. 

Take Merriam Webster’s Collegiate Dictionary, tenth edition. A son 
is defined as: "а person closely associated with or deriving from a for- 
mative agent (as a nation, school, or race).” Or the Concise Oxford, 
ninth edition, which includes in its definition: “a person regarded as 
inheriting an occupation, quality etc. or associated with a particular 
attribute (sons of freedom, sons of the soil).” 
text can be seen as persons. 

The 1929 “Person’s Case” contested and won by the “Famous Five,” 
which included well-known Albertan Emily Murphy, concluded that 
women are indeed persons. 

Therefore, if sons are persons in the national context, then the word 
“sons” in our national anthem "0 Canada” is gender neutral and indeed 
means both male and female persons. 

The version of "О Canada” on which the official English lyrics are 
based was written in 1908 by Justice Robert Stanley Weir. Today’s 
English version includes changes recommended by a Special Joint Com- 
mittee of the Senate and the House of Commons, which reviewed the 
anthem word for word for its appropriateness. 

“OQ Canada” was proclaimed Canada’s national anthem on July І, 
1980, one hundred years after it was first sung on June 24, 1880. 

I see no reason to change the anthem’s lyrics. The current anthem 
wording is politically correct and is gender neutral. 

What do you think? 
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status and a foreign base. 

Thirdly, his policy goals may not reflect serious intentions, 
but merely declarations of intent as contracts are meaning- 
less in a country such as Ukraine without the rule of law. 
Meanwhile, politicians are never held accountable for their 
actions and statements. 

Prime Minister, Yanukovych, could support NATO mem- 
bership in 2002-2004, but oppose it since 2005 without ex- 
plaining why. While abandoning the goal of NATO member- 
ship, Foreign Minister, Kostyantyn Hryschenko, said that, 
“Ukraine is interested in the further development of partner- 
ship and pragmatic cooperation with NATO”. This cannot be 
taken at face value, as disruptions of joint Partnership for 
Peace (РЕР) manoeuvres began, after a decade of high levels 
of PfP-Ukraine activities, in 2005 at the instigation of the 
Party of Regions, Crimean and Odessa Russian nationalists 
and Federal Security Service (FSB) officers in the BSF. The 
Party of Regions repeatedly voted against permitting foreign 
troops to enter Ukraine, thereby preventing annual РЕР 
manoeuvres, and against NATO’s lease of Ukrainian trans- 
port aircraft. 

Finally, contradictions will exist between authoritarian, Eur- 
asian-style domestic and declared democratic, pro-European 
foreign policies. Yanukovych’s continued official support for 
EU membership over unions within the CIS is meaningless. 
Kuchma was not seen as a threat to Ukrainian democracy 
until his second term in office, while concerns about 
Yanukovych as a threat to Ukraine’s democracy have already 
been raised after him being in power for less than two months. 

Based on the steps that he has taken since his inauguration, 
a Yanukovych presidency may take the country further away 
from EU membership, not closer. Yanukovych’s declared for- 
eign policy goals cannot be taken at face value. Brussels, 
(where Yanukovych first visited) and Washington (visited ear- 
lier this month), would do well to appreciate the existence of 
these different Western and post-Soviet mindsets. Any fail- 
ure to do so will lead to inevitable future disappointments. 


PETER GOLDRING 
Member of Parliament 
Edmonton East 
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Sacred Music Summer School 


August 2 - August 23, 2010 

» For church choir conductors, cantors, 
liturgical singers and teachers 

» Knowledge of Ukrainian is an asset, but not 
required 

www.ils.org.ua Email: ils@ils.org.ua 
Application Deadline: June 1, 2010 


June 21 - July 30, 2010 

г Beginner, Intermediate and Advanced levels 

» Programs are divided into З or 6-week sessions 
» Students are eligible for a University credit 


www.ucu.edu.ua/uss 
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Icon Painting Summer School 


July 5 - July 25, 2010 
» Available in both Ukrainian and English 
» No previous experience is required 


WWwW.0S.ucu.edu.ua/ipss 
Email: arsacra@gmail.com 
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UCU SCHOOL OF UKRAINIAN LANGUAGE AND CULTURE | 
vul. Svientsitskoho 17, Lviv 79011 Ukraine Т: (38-032) 240-9940 К: (38 032) 240-9950 
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Summer School for 
Cantors and Choir 
Directors in Lviv 


(MASI)—The annual Summer 
School of Sacred Music will again 
take place this year at the Studite 
Monastery in Univ (near Lviv). The 
three-week program, sponsored by 
the Ukrainian Catholic University 
(UCU) and the Metropolitan Andrey 
Sheptytsky Institute of Eastern 
Christian Studies (MAST), will run 
from August 2 to 23. The School 
received the blessing of the Ukrai- 
nian Catholic Bishops of Ukraine 
during a meeting of their local 
Synod in Kyiv in December, 2008. 

Last year’s school brought to- 
gether students from Eastern and 
Western Ukraine апа Belarus, but 
this year the organizers also hope to 
attract students from North America. 
“There is simply no place in the 
Western world where someone in- 
terested in becoming a cantor or 
choir director for the Ukrainian 
Churches can go to gain these skills 
in an accredited program,” noted Fr. 
Peter Galadza, the program’s direc- 
tor. “The need for such liturgical 
ministers is enormous. Many of our 
parishes have to settle for cantors 
with no voice training or other ba- 
sic skills.” 

Every day of the three-week pro- 
gram includes a complete cycle of 
liturgical services followed by for- 
mal instruction in solfeggio (music 
sight reading), tones (hlasy), ordo 
(ustav), conducting, and voice. Li- 
turgical theology and spirituality 
round out the program. 

The day begins at 7:30am with 
Matins followed by the Divine Lit- 
urgy. Vespers concludes the day. 
“This practical aspect is crucial,” 
continued Fr. Galadza. “There is no 
point in having classes if the stu- 
dents don’t get a chance to use these 
chants during actual services.” 
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View trailer an@buy multi-language DVD at 
www sovietstery.com and www.amazon.com 


Sister Solomia Teslia 


After each service students are in- 
dividually evaluated by the various 
instructors. Among these are some 
of Lviv’s finest talents. Voice is 
taught by Maestro Oleh Tsyhylyk, 


збо gained fame when he con- 


ducted the 600-voice choir during 
John-Paul II’s visit to Ukraine in 
2001. Nadia Povoroznyk, the cel- 
ebrated conductor of the St. 
George’s Cathedral Choir in Lviv, 
provides instruction in choral prac- 
tice. Andrii Shrabiuk and Maksym 
Tymo, who have taught chant at the 
Lviv Seminary for years, teach the 
tones and other chants. Sister 
Solomia Teslia, director of the out- 
standing octet Theophoros, teaches 
sight reading. Prof. Yuri Yasinovskii, 
the world-renowned specialist on 
the Irmologion, teaches the history 
of church music. Fr. Galadza pro- 
vides instruction in theology and the 
ordo. 

This year, there will be two levels 
of instruction for all of the subjects. 
“Even someone from North Ameri- 
can whose Ukrainian is very poor 
should nonetheless sign up. Immer- 
sion is among the best ways to learn. 
The beginners’ class will enable stu- 
dents from North America who 
aren’t fluent in Ukrainian to quickly 
advance,” said Fr. Galadza. “And, 
of course, there are talented cantors 
and choir directors in North Ameri- 
can who want to improve their skills. 
The second level program will be 
great for them.” 

When asked about the high cost 
of flying to Ukraine for such instruc- 
tion, Fr. Galadza replied: “Think of 
it: the tuition and room and board 
are so inexpensive — only $500 for 
three whole weeks — that it makes 
up for the price of the airline ticket. 
This is really a very affordable pro- 
gram.” 

The Holy Dormition Studite Mon- 
astery in Univ where the program 
takes place is renowned for its 
beauty and tranquility. It is a much 
sought after venue for retreats and 
conferences owing to the profound 
spiritual aura that surrounds it. It is 
also very historic, dating to the four- 
teenth century. Metropolitan 
Sheptytsky and his brother, Clem- 
ent have a special relationship to it, 
and many Jews were sheltered at the 
monastery during World War II. 

For more information on the pro- 
gram, contact Fr. Peter Galadza of 
the Metropolitan Andrey Sheptytsky 
Institute of Eastern Christian Stud- 


ies at pgaladza@ustpaul.ca or call 
613-236-1393 ext. 2419. 
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HELPING UK PAINIAN | 
ORPHANS IN EE 


Ivan Franko students, teachers and parents join Premier Ed Stelmach for a group photo at the steps of the 
Alberta Legislature after the conclusion of the walkathon. The $2300 figure represents an earlier total of pledges. 


Edmonton students collect $3,000 
for orphanage in Ternopil 


(UkrNews)—Students from the 
Ivan Franko School of Ukrainian 
Studies in Edmonton collected al- 
most $3,000 for an orphanage in 
Ternopil, Ukraine, during their an- 
nual walkathon, held April 24. 

The money goes straight to the 
orphanage with no administration 
fee and will be presented during the 
fourth year students’ annual trip to 
Ukraine this summer. They spent 
almost two months collecting it. 

The walkathon ended up at the 
Alberta Legislature where the stu- 
dents were greeted by Premier Ed 
Stelmach, who related how his pio- 
neering grandparents came to 
Alberta from what is now Lviv re- 
gion in 1898 and the values that they 
cherished. 

“What they brought with them is 
an appreciation for the freedoms of 
the country of Canada and also they 
brought with them the community 
spirit — caring for others that may 
not be as fortunate as we are,” said 
the Premier, who was introduced by 
student Kalyna Somchynsky. 

“I want to thank you for continu- 
ing that tradition of looking after 


Population 
continues to 


shrink 


(Interfax-Ukraine)—The popula- 
tion of Ukraine totalled 45.92 mil- 
lion as of March І according to a 
posting on the official Web site of 
the State Statistics Committee of 
Ukraine. 

A total of 45.94 million people 
lived in Ukraine in February, ac- 
cording to the statistics committee. 

The urban population of Ukraine 
was 31.5 million people as of March 
1. The population decreased by 
180,800 people in 2009. 

Some 30,700 marriages and 
20,200 divorces were registered in 
Ukraine in January-February. The 
marriage rate is 4.1 per 1,000 
people, and the divorce rate is 2.7 
per 1,000. 

According to the latest population 
census, some 48,457,100 people 
lived in Ukraine as of Dec. 5, 2001. 


others. I know that each and every 
one of you as students understand 
the good quality of life and the stan- 
dard of living that we enjoy and 
helping our brothers and sisters of 
Ukraine is of great importance,” he 
added. 

Four students — Serhiy Adamyk 
(in English), Paul Kolomijchuk, 
Oksana Masczak and Danylo Krys 
(in Ukrainian) - read out a statement 
in which they explained their project 
and its goals. 

“We have all been blessed with 
our own special childhood memo- 
ries. Everyone remembers the 
warmth of the mother’s hands, the 
grandmother’s tales at night, father’s 
jokes and family celebrations. These 
memories follow us throughout life 
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and remain a comfort to us. Al- 
though we have become accustom 
to our society, it can be hard to be- 
lieve that there are children around 
the world who have no occasion to 
feel the love and warmth of a real 
family. This common goal brought 
the students, parents and teachers of 
Ivan Franko School together to find 
a way to raise donations. We decided 
to organize a walk-a-thon to raise as 
much money as possible. We are 
asking everyone who remembers 
their loving childhood memories, to 
please donate; so that we may give 
these children lasting, hopeful, lov- 
ing memories. And ‘Thank You’ all 
who have already donated and for 
being the first to help such а worthy 
cause,” they said in the statement. 
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pene tite Stadio 


present 


IVANA KUPALA 


10am 12 noon 


Workshops 
Kupalo Play for children 
i Play for adults 


1. Kupalo somes. 
2. Rupalo ga 


3. Malcimg he 


traditional manner. 


4. Making Kupallo effigies, namely the dolls 
Marena and Kupalo and the Kupalo tree. 


° Specializing in Buying Multi Family & Single Family Properties 
Partnership Opportunities * You Provide the Cash, IDO ALL THE WORK! 


ч amd damees 

pieces: making wreaths for girls 
out of live flowers (vinkopletennia) and show- 
ing women how to tie kerchiets (khustky) in the 


(Су Center) 


New - Executive - Furnished Condos 
http://en.fotoalbum.eu/BlackSeaHomes 


Real Estate Investor 


Zenon Koziak 


» Without the Risk of Stocks & Mutual Funds 
» Earn 7% - Secured by Real Estate 


Email: blackseahomescorp@live.com Tel: 780-988-1975 
6005 Gateway Blvd., Edmonton, АВ T6H 2H3 


Presenting the 


First Annual 


Mainstage entertainment, home-cooked food, imported beverages, local 
vendors & artwork, and children’s craft area 


Saturday, May 29th, 2010: 11 a.m. - 7 p.m. 
Zabava: door opens at 8 p.m. 
Sunday, May 30th, 2010: 11 a.m. - 5 p.m, 
Trwood Community Centre, 

2244 Chicoutimi Dr. N.W. 
www.calgaryukrainianfestival.ca 


Festival tickets $5 each Children under 5 FREE 
Zabava tickets $15 each, not included in Festival Ticket 


LITE9S 


Todays Lite Rock 


Караїо workshops 


Ware (fast aed last): 2S Р а рн тп 


Cost бабло material: $5.00 
Registration deadfine: May 30, 2010 


Please mail your registration form to: 
10629-98 Street Edmonton TSH 2N6 


Alberta Ukrainian Commemorative Society а 


Bishop Budka Charitable Society 
Ukrainian Canadian Benevolent Society of Edmonton 
Ukrainian Women’ Association of 
St. John’s Cathedral 


Kile NA 
foiktore Wa UAS ее 
conn ie снення 


Fill out your form online: 
www.artsoflife.ca 


For more information, please contact: 
(780) 909-2635 


_| HAYKOBE ТОВАРИСТВО IM, ШЕВЧЕНКА В КАНАДІ | 


CI 


ФОТО — ДАРІЯ ДАРЕВИЧ 
Доктор Сергій Біленький. 


Тарас Шевченко, Кирило -- 
Методіївці та нова версія 


української ідентичности 


Дагмара Турчин-Дувірак, пресовий референт НТШ 

Для українців березень є місяцем вшанування памяти 
великого сина України Тараса Шевченка. Наукове 
Товариство im. Шевченка в Канаді відзначає цю подію 
традиційними Шевченківськими читаннями, що 
відбуваються щорічно починаючи від 1950 року. Для 
цьогорічної доповіді було запрошено молодого, але вже 
відомого історика Сергія Біленького, головною темою 
зацікавлення якого є формування національної свідомості 
українців у ХІХ ст. Д-р історичних наук С. Біленький, 
що розпочинав свої студії в Україні, захистив докторську 
дисертацію при Торонтонському університеті. Тепер 
працює в Колюмбійському університеті, а на даний час є 
гостем в Торонтонському університеті, де веде семінар для 
студентів. Тема його доповіді в НТШ, що відбулася 12 
березня у приміщенні КУМФу в Торонто, висвітлила роль 
Шевченка та його товаришів по Кирило-Методіївському 
братству у формуванні української ідентичності. Як 
відомо, Кирило -Методієвське братство, засноване у Києві 
в грудні 1845 р., проіснувало недовго - лише два роки, і 
залишило небагато офіційних документів - до таких 
історики відносять "Книги битія українського народу" 1 
Статут Товариства, написані М .Костомаровим, а також 
записку В. Білозерського, що є поясненням до статуту. 
Тим не менше, на думку С.Біленького, воно мало 
вирішальну роль у формуванні національної свідомости, 
бо власне завдяки Кирило -Методіївцям ми сьогодні 
вважаємо себе українцями. Дві головні ідеї лежать в основі 
ідеології братчиків - християнська мораль та романтичний 
націоналізм. Очевидно, ці ідеї відбили загальний дух епохи, 
що була натхненна думками німецького мислителя 
Йоганна фон Гердера. Від нього, зокрема, кирило- 
методіївці запозичили та прищепили на українському 
грунті концепцію нації як спільноти, об'єднаної 
мовою,етнографією, історією (П.Куліш), ментальністю 
(М.Костомаров).Однак, члени українського братства 
внесли 1 новий, оригінальний контекст у інтерпретацію 
поширених на той час ідей, що відрізняє їх від сусідів як з 
заходу (Польща), так і зі сходу (Росія). Так, наприклад, 
історичну втрату української шляхти, що була, на думку 
кирило-методіївців, безповоротно денаціоналізована i 
деморалізована, братчики (в цьому контексті особливо 
важливі погляди Шевченка) вважали не трагедією, а 
фактичною перевагою українців: адже це давало підставу 
для побудови української спільноти як безкласової утопії 
на основі християнських засад соціальної рівности i 
справедливости. Як показав час, ця утопічна візія України 
"без панства? мала величезний вплив на подальший 
розвиток української наукової та політичної думки 
(зокрема, у концепціях М. Грушевського). Інша важлива 
ідея, вперше висловлена братчиками, - це несумісність 
України з Росією. Один з членів товариства, Юрій 
Андрузький, висловив цю думку особливо категорично — 
щоб створити Україну, необхідно зруйнувати Російську 
імперію. На загал, вважає д-р Біленький, братчики 
розробили широкий спектр концепцій, що знайшли 
продовження у працях наступних поколінь, або все ще 
чекають на серйозне сучасне осмислення. Серед таких 
концепцій — трактування П. Кулішем української історії, 
що першим провів лінію тяглості розвитку українського 
народу від княжих часів, а не козаччини (як це знаходимо 
в "Історії Русів"). Інша плідна ідея, розроблена М.Гулаком, 
- необхідність розвитку української мови, з метою 
застосування до всіх ділянок наукового життя: ідея, що 
все ще продовжує втілюватися в наші час. 

Доповідь д-ра Сергія Біленького викликала зацікавлену 
та навіть запальну дискусію з боку слухачів, а це 
переконує, що віддалені від нас часом та історичним 
контекстом ідеї талановитого грона українських 
інтелектуалів XIX століття - сподвижників геніального 
Шевченка, - залишаються актуальними i сьогодні. 


Ukrainian Мем/з/Українські вісті, April 29 - May 12, 2010, 29 квітня - 12 травня, 2010 


ЛУК, ЛУ-окК святкують річниці 


Голова проводу ОУН закликає Ліги допомогти з національною реформою в Україні 


Сергій Костюк 

17 квітня Едмонтонські відділи Ліги Українців Канади 
(ЛУК) й Ліги Українок Канади (ЛУ-окК ) відсвяткували 
свої 60-річчя й 55-річчя. Гасла - "За свободу. За державну 
незалежність 1 її збройний захист. За соборність України" 
и закон - "Добро української нації нехай буде найвищим 
законом? - стали дороговказом для заснування й діяльності 
Ліги Визволення України в Едмонтоні в 1950 р., яка після 
відновлення української державності в 1991 р. змінила 
назву на ЛУК. 

Едмонтонський відділ ЛУК працював як на внутрішньо- 
організаційному рівні - в українській громаді, так і на 
зовнішньому - канадському, щорічно відзначаючи важливі 
свята та історичні події - Свято Покрови, Свято Держав-- 
ності, відзначення Акту Відновлення Незалежності Ykpa— 
їни 30 червня 1941 р. у Львові, Шевченківські Дні. Члени 
ЛУК брали активну участь в громадському житті, очолю-- 
вали різні українські організації, як 1 Відділ, вони особисто 
жертвували на Визвольний Фонд, Фонд Оборони України, 
Посольство України в Канаді, книгодрукування й україн- 
ську пресу, громадські проекти. Голова ЛУК Ігор Брода 
підкреслив, що хоча із засновників ЛУК мало хто зали-- 
шився в живих, їхню працю продовжує нове покоління 
українців Канади на політичному, виховному і культур- 
ному рівнях. 

За словами Лідії Василин, праця українських жінок в 
ЛУ-окК за останні 55 років є, немов, віддзеркаленням 
їхнього життя та щоденних змагань в родині, на роботі та 
в загальному канадському суспільстві. На громадсько- 
політичній ниві ЛУ-окК співпрацювала з ЛУК, Лігою 
Українських Католицьких Жінок, Організацією Українок 
Канади, Союзом Українок Канади, Національною Радою 
Жінок Канади, в 1960 р. заснувала хор "Верховина", 
жертвувала на важливі проекти, брала участь в політичних 
демонстраціях, вічах, святкуваннях, збирала підписи на 
петиціях по захисту українських політв'язнів, інфор- 
мувала інші організації про Україну та її визвольну 
боротьбу, організовувала численні виставки народного 
мистецтва, української вишивки, курси писанкового 
розпису, вечори Ta ін. 

У 1959 р. ЛУК i ЛУ-окК формально вступили до 
Конгресу Українців Канади (КУК), а в 1960 р. ЛУК став 
співзасновником Світового Фронту Визволення України 
та Світового Конгресу Вільних Українців. 

Гордістю ЛУК 1 ЛУ-окК в Едмонтоні є їхнє фізичне й 
духовне серце - Дім Української Молоді ім. Голов- 
нокомандувача Української Повстанської Армії Романа 
Шухевича-Чупринки, збудований в 1973 р. для їхніх 
організацій, молоді й усієї української громади, завдяки 
спільним зусиллям й добровільній праці й пожертвам 
організацій Визвольного Фронту. Не менш важливим 
досягненням двох організацій є також виховна робота з 
молодим поколінням українців Канади у Спілці Укра- 
їнської Молоді (СУМ). 

Відсвяткувати ювілеї ЛУК i ЛУ-окК в Домівці прийшло 
понад 230 осіб, серед яких священики, політики, 
президенти 1 лідери українсько-канадських громадських 
організацій, професори університетів, ветерани 
української дивізії "Галичина", гості з Торонто, Вегревіллю 
й Калгарі, зокрема, онук лідера ОУН Степана Бандери — 
Стефан, молодь. Історію цих організацій гості могли 
простежити на стендах при вході в Домівку. 

Слід за вступним словом ведучого бенкету Романа 
Британа й українським привітанням з хлібом-сіллю від 


танцюристів СУМ "Дунай", депутат федерального 


парламенту Пітер Голдрінг привітав ювілярів й передав 
вітання від імені Прем'єр-міністра Стівена Гарпера, а 
Міністр Альбертського Уряду Євген Звоздецький і депу-- 


ФОТО - СЕРГІЙ КОСТЮК 
Міністр в Уряді Альберти Євген Звоздецький, Голова 
СУМУ Тарас Подільський, представниці СУМу й хору 
"Верховина" Лариса Подільська й Соня Іщенко та 
депутат Альбертського парламенту Дженіс Сарич з 
урядовим чеком на 868, 737. 


ФОТО - СЕРГІЙ КОСТЮК 
Стефан Романів відзначає Голів ЛУК і ЛУ-окК в 
Едмонтоні Ігора Броду та Іванну Шевчук, а також 
колишнього багаторічного Голову ЛУК в Едмонтоні 
Петра Дацьківа. 


тат провінційного парламенту Дженіс Сарич передали 
вітання від Прем'єра Еда Стельмаха, вручили пам'ятні 
відзнаки Броді та Голові ЛУ-окК Іванні Шевчук й 
привітали складові організації ювілярів - СУМ й хор 
"Верховина" - урядовим чеком на $68,737. До речі, 
минулого року, "верховинці? вперше за свою історію 
гастролювали в Україні. 

Після привітання Тараса Подільського, Голови СУМІ в 
Едмонтоні їм. Полковника Івана Богуна, який побажав 
ювілярам "сили боротися за Україну й розбудовувати 
українське життя в Канаді", виступило молодше юнацтво 
СУМ з піснями " Україна", " Хто любить Україну" (дек- 
ламували Наталя Солецька, Тетяна Бойчук, Василь ABop— 
ський), "Встань з колін, народе мій", а також хор СУМ 
"Верховина" (диригент - Галина Лазурко) з піснями 
"Зажурились Галичанки", "Коли Tory комоницю»", "Ой у 
саду, саду". 

Чудове виконання майбутньої зміни ЛУК i ЛУ-окК на 
стильно оформленій сцені, за проектом Романа Головача, 
змінили ювілейні вітання Голови Едмонтонського відділу 
КУК Люби Федущак, Голови Дирекції Домівки Ярослава 
Єндрієвського, Голови Крайової Управи СУМ Ірини 
Єндрієвської, Голови Крайової Управи ЛУ-окК Христини 
Бідяк й Голови Крайової Управи ЛУК Олега Романишина. 

Святковій доповіді почесного гостя з Австралії - Голови 
проводу ОУН й Генерального Секретаря Світового 
Конгресу Українців Стефана Романіва гості аплодували 
стоячи. Романів наголосив, що "боротьба за визволення 
українського народу, за наповнення української держави 
українським національним змістом не завершена. Цьому 
нас вчить наша історія, наші провідники, в цьому нас 
переконує саме життя." Після приходу до влади в Україні 
"«прокремлівського клану в особі Партії регіонів на чолі з 
Януковичем і створення антиконституційним шляхом 
штучної парламентської більшості за участі комуністів, 
та уряду на чолі з україноненависником Азаровим, виникла 
явна загроза посягання на національні інтереси і честь 
України", сказав Романів. Зокрема, це виражено в "кадро-- 
вих призначеннях, масовій кампанії з дискредитації та пап-- 
люження Степана Бандери, Романа Шухевича і націо- 
нально-визвольного руху в цілому, згортанню архівних та 
наукових досліджень Голодомору та національно- 
визвольних змагань, фальсифікації історії України. 

Вінзазначив, що з метою протистояти антиукраїнським 
діям влади, з ініціативи ОУН(б) розгорнуто широкомас-- 
штабну загальноукраїнську безстрокову акцію "Честь 
України готов боронити!" в якій, поряд з відстоюванням 
здобутих результатів у розвиту України єдиним вірним 
союзником ОУН залишається український народ, й 3aK— 
ликав до мобілізації всіх проукраїнських, державницьких 
сил в діаспорі й Україні. Завершуючи, Романів побажав, 
щоби "іскра вогню великого", яку розпалює ОУН вже 
понад 80 років у душах і серцях українців, нехай розпалить 
те Багаття, в якому дотла згорить антиукраїнська нечисть, 
і з попелу, як птиця Фенікс, постане Нова, Велика Україна 
- найкращий пам'ятник нашим славним попередникам, 
найкращий спадок нашим гордим нащадкам." 

Крім своєї промови пан Романів вручив почесні відзнаки 
Петру Дацьківу (який 21 рік був Головою ЛУК і досі є 
активним у громаді), Шевчук і Броді. 

У заключному слові Шевчук та Брода подякували за 
привітання й відзнаки від Уряду та Проводу ОУН, 
подарували Романіву пам'ятну книгу й побажали усім 
подальших плідних років на благо України й української 
громади Канади. 

Урочисту частину святкової програми, відмінно скла- 
дену Їванною Шевчук, Іркою Миськів, Лідією Симчишин, 
Іркою Шмігельською, Ігорем Бродою, Богданом Кретом, 
Ігорем Крисем i Тарасом Подільським, гості завершили 
співом 70, Canada” i "Ще не вмерла України". А для 
найстійкіших гостей п'яти-годинний вечір продовжився 
забавою під живу музику ансамблю "Зорепад". 

Див. також ст. 12 
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Lil tet iil is 


The new executive of the Canada-Ukraine Parliamentary Friendship Group. 


Warawa re-elected Chair 
of Canada-Ukraine group 


(UkrNews)— April 12, 2010, Mark Warawa, Mem- 
ber of Parliament for Langley, and Parliamentary Sec- 
retary to the Minister of the Environment, was re- 
elected Chair of the Canada-Ukraine Parliamentary 
Friendship Group. The Parliamentary Friendship Group 
held its Annual General Meeting to elect its Executive 
Committee. 

The aim of the group is to provide a structure for the 
exchange of visits, information and ideas between Ca- 
nadian parliamentarians and prominent representatives 
from Ukraine. 

“As a Canadian of Ukrainian origin, I am very 
honoured to represent Canada and Ukrainian Canadi- 


ans as the Chair of the Canada-Ukzaine Parliamentary 


Friendship Group,” said Warawa. “In the upcoming 
year, I look forward to working as Chair to building on 
the cultural, social and economic ties that exist between 
Canada and Ukraine. 

Warawa was first elected as Chair of the CUPFG in 


December 2008, and had served on the Executive Com- 
mittee of the Group since 2007. 

Canada, with over 1,100,000 Canadians of Ukrai- 
nian descent, has a longstanding and special relation- 
ship with Ukraine, which is enhanced through Parlia- 
mentary Friendship Group activities. 

The new executive members are as follows: Chair: 
Mark Warawa, M.P.; Vice_Chairs : Joy Smith, M.P., 
Senator Raynell Andreychuk, Borys Wzesnewskyj, 
M.P., Bernard Bigras, М.Р.; Secretary: James Bezan, 
M.P.:Treasurer Bonnie Crombie, M.P.; Directors: Pe- 
ter Goldring, M.P., Mike Wallace, M.P., Chris 
Warkentin, M.P., Ron Cannan, M.P., Ed Komarnicki, 
М.Р., Scott Armstrong, M.P., Terence Young, M.P., 
Gerard Kennedy, М Р. 

The CUPFG invited Ihor Ostash, Ambassador of 
Ukraine to Canada, to the Annual General Meeting. 
He commented about the ongoing political dialogues 
between our two countries and upcoming celebrations. 


Once criminal suspects, 
VIP exiles now return 


By Peter Byrne, Kyiv Post, April 21, 2010 

Several top officials who spent the last few years in 
exile in Russia running from criminal investigations in 
Ukraine are now packing their suitcases to return home. 
Their stories follow a similar pattern. 

They were in top positions under ex-President Le- 
onid Kuchma, whose corrupt and authoritarian rule 
lasted from 1994-2005. 

After the democratic Orange Revolution in 2004, 
Ukraine’s prosecutors opened various criminal cases 
against them. All of them fled to Russia and could not 
be extradited to Ukraine for questioning because they 
reputedly hold Russian citizenships. 

Now their cases are closed. And they are fulfilling 
Kuchma’s post-election prediction that “my team, my 
people” would return: “We are now back to square one. 
I am satisfied that it’s all coming back.” The ex-presi- 
dent, who supported Viktor Yanukovych during the 
election campaign, made the remark on Feb. 8, the day 
after the run-off presidential vote. 

Yuriy Boichenko, a spokesman for the general pros- 
ecutor, had no answer when asked on April 22 if there 
are arrest warrants outstanding for any of Kuchma’s 
trusted allies, or whether prosecutors would re-open 
old investigations into the criminal activities the men 
are suspected of. 

“Tt’s up to the individual prosecutors handling these 
Cases to make the determination whether to open or 
close criminal cases involving these men,” Boichenko 
said. “The job of the state prosecutor’s office is to de- 
termine whether the decision to press charges or with- 
draw them is made properly.” 

Kyiv’s Appeals Court on April 20 upheld a lower court 
ruling throwing out charges against Igor Bakai, who 


fled to Moscow in December 2004. Bakai, who in 2003 
was appointed head of the State Management of Af- 
fairs Department, an institution that manages proper- 
ties on behalf of the president and cabinet, fled to Rus- 
sia in December 2004. He was subsequently charged 
with illegally privatizing state-owned stakes in the 
Dnipro Hotel, Ukraina Hotel and the Ukraina exhibi- 
tion complex in Kyiv. 

Ruslan Bodelan, Odesa mayor from 1998 to 2005, 
also announced plans to return to Ukraine after law 
enforcement authorities dropped charges for abuse of 
office. Bodelan was charged in 2005 with abuse of of- 
fice and put on the international wanted list. He fled to 
Russia and received Russian citizenship a year later. 
The ex-mayor made a flying visit to Odesa on April 9. 

Former Interior Minister Mykola Bilokon and former 
deputy head of the State Secret Service, Volodymyr 
Satsyuk, are reportedly also planning a comeback. 
While not formally charged with any criminal offense, 
Bilokon is believed to have tried using force against 
protesters during the Orange Revolution. He fled to 
Russia at the end of 2004. 

Satsyuk hosted the infamous dinner in the fall of 2004 
where then-presidential candidate Viktor Yushchenko 
says he was poisoned. The prosecutor’s offices later 
opened criminal cases against Satsyuk for abuse of of- 
fice and forgery. Investigators also want to question 
him in connection with Yushchenko’s poisoning. 

Last month criminal charges were also dropped 
against Vasyl Tsushko, who attempted to take over the 
general prosecutor’s office in 2007 while serving as 
interior minister. He was appointed economy minister 
just days after his case was closed. 


11 


Temporary foreign 
workers should 
know their rights 


By Thomas A. Lukaszuk 
Minister of Employment 

and Immigration 

MLA, Edmonton — Castle Downs 

Temporary foreign workers have 
been in the news lately. Critics of 
the TFW program say temporary 
foreign workers are more likely to 
be mistreated. While this is a fed- 
eral program, the Ministry of Em- 
ployment and Immigration has pro- 
grams in place so temporary foreign 
workers have the same protection 
and rights as everyone else work- 
ing in Alberta. 

Alberta leads the country in help- 
ing and supporting temporary for- 
eign workers. We know it can be 
challenging for a TFW to speak up 
about mistreatment in the work- 
place. That’s why we have worked 
to break down cultural or language 
barriers in the services we provide 
to TFWs. Here’s a snapshot of what 
we offer. 

There are TFW advisory offices 
in Edmonton and Calgary to help 
educate people on their rights, and 
work with them when those rights 
have been violated. If someone is 
being mistreated, not paid, or works 
in an unsafe environment, they are 
encouraged to visit one of the TFW 
offices and speak to someone. Since 
December 2008, more than 5,700 
people have come to those two of- 
fices for help. If you can’t visit one 
of those offices, we have a telephone 
service that can offer help in 170 lan- 
guages. You can call 1-877-944- 
9955 for help. 

We want to ensure everyone 
knows their rights in the workplace, 
and that’s why we created a ТЕМ/ 


Guide for Employees that’s avail- 
able in 11 languages. 

We also have six employment 
standards officers who respond to 
complaints from TFWs. These of- 
ficers also drop in on employers 
with TFWs from time to time to en- 
sure employment standards are be- 
ing met. This year, our officers will 
be visiting at least 360 workplaces. 

We recognize that TFWs are a vi- 
tal part of our workforce here in 
Alberta. As Minister of Employment 
and Immigration, I will continue to 
work with my federal counterparts 
to ensure the TFWs are treated fairly, 
compensated properly and are work- 
ing in a safe environment. 

For more information about the 
federal government’s TFW program, 
go to <www.cic.gc.ca/english/work/ 
index.asp>. For information about 
Employment Standards, including the 
Advisory Offices, please see 
<www.employment.alberta.ca/immi- 
gration-tfw>. 


Ukraine may recognize 
Abkhazia, South Ossetia 


(Interfax-Ukraine)— Two members of Ukraine’s parliament, one repre- 
senting the ruling party and the other belonging to an opposition group, 
have argued that there is a chance that Ukraine’s government will move to 
recognize the independence of Abkhazia and South Ossetia. 

President Viktor Yanukovych’s Party of Regions “will support all ef- 
forts by the president and government to help stabilize the international 
situation,” Party of Regions parliamentary deputy Vadym Kolesnichenko 
told Interfax. 

Kolesnichenko was commenting on a speech by Yanukovych at the Coun- 
cil of Europe Parliamentary Assembly (PACE) on April 27. 

In that speech, the president condemned the use of double standards in 
making decisions on whether or not to recognize the independence of 
various breakaway territories and urged the revision of independence rec- 
ognition criteria.” й 

То avoid double and triple standards, “Yanukovych as far back as two 
years put forward a proposal — and we support it — that most likely a 
new international agreement is needed on principles for the recognition of 
the indivisibility [of a country] and immutability of borders,” 
Kolesnichenko said. 

Andriy Shkil of the opposition Yulia Tymoshenko Bloc said there was a 
chance that Yanukovych would soon come to parliament with an initiative 
for recognizing Abkhazia and South Ossetia. 

The parliamentarian told Interfax that Yanukovych had called for recog- 
nizing Abkhazia and South Ossetia during his presidential election cam- 
paign. 


Speeding Yanukovych cortege 
vehicle kills one, injures two 


(Ukrainian Journal)—A speeding vehicle from the cortege of President 
Viktor Yanukovych on April 21 crashed into a taxi cab in Kyiv, killing 
one person and severely injuring two others. The crash happened as the 
cortege had been rushing Yanukovych to Boryspil airport ahead of a meet- 
ing with his Russian counterpart Dmitry Medvedev in Kharkiv. 


Юрій Брода 

Дружинники Едмонтонського 
Осередку Спілки Української 
Молоді недавно мали нагоду 
зустрітися зі Стефаном Романі- 
вом, Заступником Голови Світової 
Управи СУМУ та Генеральним 
Секретаром Світового Конгресу 
Українців. Іншим читачам він 
може більше відомий в своїй най-- 
новіші ролі, як Голова Проводу 
Організації Українських Націона-- 
лістів (ОУН). 

Довголітний член СУМУ в Ав- 
стралії, п. Романів зангажований 
в різноманітній праці при Світо- 
вому Конгресі. Він головно зай- 
мається сравою Голодомору, від- 
значенням і розповсюдженням 
інформації про цю страшну тра- 
гедію Українського народу. Він 
також працює над так званим 
Злобінгом/ різних урядів світу щоб 
визнали Голодомор геноцидом 
українського народу. Можливо 
читачі пам'ятають, як в 2008-ому 
році, з нагоди 75-о0ї річниці Голо-- 
домору 1932-33 років, "незгасима 
свічка" проїхала 33 країн світу, 
включно з Канадою та Америкою. 
Цей проект здіснився завдяки 
СКУ, та комітетові який дальше 
очолює п. Романів. 

Коли дружинники довідалися 
що п. Романів прибуде до Едмон- 
тону, ми очевидно хотіли з ним 
особисто зустрітися і познайоми-- 
тися. За останний рік або два, 
дружинники Едмонтонського Oce— 
редку почали брати більшу участь 
не тілки в СУМівській праці, a ще 
взагальмону громадському житті. 
Така нагода зустрітися з Головою 
Проводу ОУН рідко приходить, та 
ми не хотіли її пропустити! Ця 
легендарна організація вже понад 
80 років вела безкомпромісну і 
ефективну боротьбу за здобуття і 


утвердження Самостійною i Co— 
борної Української Держави. На- 
ші виховники в СУМІ про цю ор- 
ганізацію нам багато розповідали, 
та деякі з наших бабців і дідів 
працювали в рядах ОУН. Нашому 
молодому поколінню це була 
унікальна нагода краще зрозуміти 
їхню колишню діяльність в рядах 
організації. 

Ми були захоплені тим як 
конкретно 1 відверто п. Романів з 
нами говорив. Нам було цікаво 
довідатися що діється в Україні 
цими днями, та як сьогоднішна 
Організація діє на добро україн- 
ського народу. Таким молодим дру-- 
жинникиам як ми, часом здається 
що вже нема надії в Україні, що 
нарід здався та готовий віддати ту 
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СУМівці Кдмонтону вітають гостя з Австралії 


Дружинники Едмонтонського Осередку С УМУ зі Стефаном Романівом. 


волю за яку наші предки запла 
тили таку криваву ціну. Коли ми 
сьогодні читаємо новини з Україні, 
в газеті чи в інтернеті, бачемо що 
сам уряд нищить народні інституції; 
бачемо, що родинні знайомства та 
політичні звязки, і звісно, розмір 
хабаря, виявляються важнішеми до 
поступу в житті в Україні ніж осо-- 
бистий труд, знання чи досвід. Жи- 
вучи в Канаді, в одній з найсильні- 
ших демократичних систем світу, 
нам дуже важко збагнути як така 
коруптократія може існувати в 
одній з найбільших європейських 
держав. 

На такі вражіння п. Романів мав 
чіткі та яскраві відповіді, та пере-- 
конливо аргументував що в 
Україні ще все не розвалилося. 
Незважаючи на спроби таких 
українофобів як Дмитро Табацнік 
та Микола Азаров завести нову 
програму русифікації, цілі час- 
тини суспільства пробуджуються 
i пізнають загрозу перед своїм 
народом, та протеставлються 
урядови. “Hi,” каже п. Романів, 


"ще все не завалилося. Навпаки, 
сьогоднішнє студентство на 
університетах сильніше, більше 
активне та краще зорганізоване 
ніж коли небудь в минулому. Ця 
патріотична молодь не дасть 
Україні пропасти. Наш рух з ними 
спілкується, бо інформативно- 
просвітницька праця серед сту- 
дентсва, молоді не йде на марно." 
Сьогоднішна Анти-Табачна кам-- 
панія спонтанно розпалилася в 
одному університеті, та скоро 
спалахнула подібні акції по цілій 
країні. Вона очолюється молоди-- 
ми, активними людьми які ви- 
росли та виховувалися вже поза 
совєцькою системою. Ця демо- 
кратично-настроїна ланка моло- 
дого народу бачить недоліки в те-- 
перішній системі, розуміє важ- 
ливість справжних національних 
реформів, та починає відчувати 
свою могутність. "В наступних 
роках, вони почнуть творити нову 
еліту, нову ланку свідомих і 
активних суспільних провідників, 


громадських діячів та політиків, 
які будуть ініціювати зміни в 
державі. 

Коли дружинники спитала 
свого гостя як Організація сього-- 
дні може діяти в Україні, він ви- 
яснив, що по перше, ОУН неє по- 
літична партія, яка старається 3a— 
нимати державну адміністрацію. 
Каже п. Романів, "ОУН це є, влас- 
не, та іскра, яка може розпалити 
громадський дух. Сьогодні YKpa— 
їна і діаспора - це є глобальна Ор- 
ганізація; Організація, де один 
одного доповнює, Організація, в 
якій один одного потребує і тому 
зі сторони Проводу ОУН ми пос- 
тійно пригадуємо: ми є Орга- 
нізація, яка розкидана по цілому 
світі, але суть нашого існування, 
наша мета, наша ціль є та сама 
всюди. Тому нашим завданням є 
виховання молоді чи в Україні, чи 
в діаспорі, бо молода людина 
повинна знати свій корінь, мати 
любов до Бога, до України... Ми 
глобальна організація, наша сила 


в нашому об'єднанні!" 

А як нам дружинникам в Ед- 
монтоні долучитися до праці, щоб 
ми могли якось помогти Справі? 
Дуже просто, каже п. Романів, 
"будуйте звязки з вашими ровес-- 
никами, з СУМівцями в Україні та 
в інших країнах діаспори, Tpu— 
майти контакт з ними та ведіть 
діалог. Хай вони знають що ви про 
них не тільки думаєте та жури- 
теся, та що ви хочити разом з ними 
співпрацювати. Докажіть їм що ви 
є українці, що в діаспорі існує 
"українська душа, український 
дух? де зберігаються традиції та 
звичаї наші, 1 що їхньій труд має 
вплив не тільки на Україну а і ще 
діаспору. Беручи під увагу такий 
зворушливий заклик до дії, я 
сподіваюсь що дружинники Oy— 
дуть рватися їхати в Україну на 
наступний Світовий CY Мівський 
Злет Дружинників в 2012-ому 
році. Звісно, що це відбувати- 
меться підчас Кубки Євро, також 
не зашкодить Справі! 


У Вінніпегу упокоївся Віктор Денека (1921 - 2010) 


Ярослав Розумний 

У Великодню суботу (3 квітня 2010) відійшов у 
Вінніпегу відомий архітект, студентський і громадський 
діяч - Віктор Денека. 

Покійний залишив двох племінників - Ореста з 
дружиною Іриною та їхніми трьома дітьми - Андрієм, 
Богданом і Христинкою та племінника Романа. Для обох 
племінників, які в ранньому віці втратили батька, він 
сповняв ролю батька. 

Похоронні відправи відбулися в катедральному храмі 
Вінніпе у свв. Володимира й Ольги, в яких служило 
кількох священиків, двох дияконів і митрополит 
Української католицької церкви в Канаді Кир Лаврентій 
Гуцуляк. 

Віктор Денека народився в Самарканді (в Узбекістані) 
25 червня 1921 року. Середню освіту закінчив у Холмі в 
Західній Україні 1944 р. У тому ж році, з назріваючою 
новою совєтською окупацією України, він, разом з 
батьками, покинув рідні землі, і з тисячами біженців 
опинився в Західній Німеччині. Тут по закінченні війни 
почав студії архітектури, а в 1949 році родина емі рувала 
до Канади, поселилась у Вінніпезі, де Віктор продовжував 
студії на Манітобському університеті, які закінчив у 1952 
р. По закінченні студій працював архітектом у Canadian 
National Railways Prairie Region. 

У приватній практиці він виконав ряд архітектурних 
проєктів для українських установ - будинок Консисторії 
архідієцезії УКЦ, будинок вінніпезької Пластової станиці 
та Українського братського союзу на вул. Мек ре ор, де 
сьогодні приміщується Українська вільна академія наук 
(УВАН). 

Але найбільшу професійну активність він виявив у 
проєктуванні українських католицьких церков у Вінніпезі: 
Св. Покрови, Св. Василія й Св. Анни. А в Манітобі 
проєктував церкви: Св. Духа (в Босежюр), Матері Божої 
(в Рассел), Непорочного зачаття (у Портедж ля Прері) й 
Воскресіння (в Давфині). 

Решту свого вільного часу він присвячував дослідженню 
й підготовці монографії про українську церковну 
архітектуру. Ця монументальна й професійна робота 
знавця архітектурного ремесла, без сумніву, зверне увагу 
на досі недосліджену сторінку української церковно- 
мистецької діяльности в Канаді. 

В своїх церковних проєктах він часто сп'впрацював з 


мистцем Романом Ковалем, а разом зі скульптором Лео 
Молом (Молодожанином) вони творили вінніпезьку 
"трійцю". Щонеділі, після гдев'ятки" в церкві Володимира 
й Ольги їх можна було зустріти на дружній мистецькій 
дискусії при каві в "Канадінн" на МекФілліпс. А часом, 
разом з Віктором, ми з дружиною Оксаною, по Службі 
ходили на його улюблені гбараболяники", говорили про 
його книжку й переконували його, що її (або бодай статтю 
про неї) треба чимскоріш опублікувати, заки хтось його 
не випередить. 

Починаючи середньою школою, а відтак у часі 
університетських студій, Віктор був активним у 
молодіжних і студентських організаціях 1 товариствах. Він 
був душею й організатором першого конгресу українських 
студентів-католиків Канади в 1953 р. - конгресу, який став 
поштовхом до заснування студентської федерації 
"Обнова" в Канаді. 

Після цього успішного проєкту він активно 
заангажовався в організуванні конгресу українських 
студентських товариств, які існували по канадських 
університетах. І цей конгрес завершився створенням 
студентської федерації - Союзу українських студентів 
Канади. 

Віктор Денека належав або очолював різні організації 
місцеві й загальноканадські. Він був членом Манітобської 
асоціяції архітектів i Королівського архітектурного 
інституту Канади. Двічі був президентом алюмнату 
гОбнова", президентом епархіяльної екзекутиви Братства 
українців католиків, двічі президентом Української 
католицької ради вінніпезької архієпархії, як також 
Всеканадської католицької ради. Був почесним 
директором Католицької фундації Манітоби, членом Ради 
директорів Української канадської фундації im. Тараса 
Шевченка, секретарем вінніпезького Літературно- 
мистецького клюбу, членом Інституту-Заповідника 
Маркіяна Шашкевича в Вінніпезі, членом та діючим 
президентом Української вільної академії наук у Канаді 
та представником Академії на президії Конгресу українців 
Канади. 

За свою діяльність він одержав від папи Івана Павла П 
звання лицаря св. Григорія Великого, яке призначується 
особам за їх високі прикмети особистого характеру й за 
визначні заслуги для церкви й громади. Був він відзначений 
також іншими організаціями за свою церковно-громадську 


працю. 

Віктор Денека належав до покоління, на якому 
записалися жахи Другої світової війни, покоління, яке 
було свідком і жертвою окупацій різних сусідів та різних 
методів насилля й було свідком опору тим окупаціям. 
Покоління, яке дивилось у вічі смертям і, рятуючись від 
них, гналось у світ з очі, несучи те страхіття з собою в 
пам'яті і снах. Але той жах не вбив їх розсудку, не 
притупив елементарного почуття стаяти по цей бік 
барикад, пам'ятати болюче минуле свого роду й шанувати 
тих, що творили опір насиллю. Це покоління не лукавило, 
не хитрувало й не сходило з прямої дороги. 

Світобачення Віктора Денеки випливало з твердої 
школи часу й самодисципліни. Воно приходило від мудрих 
шкільних учителів і від тодішньої спільноти, яка вчила 
праці, обов'язку і вставати з колін. 

Все в нього пронизане й кероває етичністю, яка була в 
усьому - в його "церковності" й у його гсвітськості".. 
Церква й християнськість у нього — He містерія, не ритуал, 
не привичка, а почуття порядку й обов'язку, які держать 
усе разом. У кожній галузі своєї праці він почувався 
однаково - чи це була студентська "Обнова" й Братство 
українців католиків, чи Союз українських студентів 
Канади й Конгрес українців Канади - всюди він віддавав 
себе однаково й повністю. 

Але найповніше об'єдналися ці дві гособистості" Денеки 
- "церковність" і "світськість"-- у мистецтві - в церковній 
архітектурі, де той релігійний і секулярний світ Віктора 
сплелися в одне слово, в одну метафору. І про це він, 
мабуть, скаже в своїй книзі гУкраїнська церковна 
архітектура і споріднене мистецтво". 

Відійшла людина рідкісних особистих і громадських 
прикмет, відійшов приклад громадського такту й респекту 
до громади. Його біографія - це сума багатьох людських 
доріг і доль бурхливого двадцятого століття - століття 
божевільних і жорстоких володарів - особливо жорстоких 
супроти його народу. 

Відійшов Покійний у суботу, напередодні Великодня і в 
винятково цікавих обставинах. Відійшов, коли - родина 
та його приятелі — отці Михаїл Буячок, парох катедри, Ta 
о. Іван Мостівський з дружиною супроводжали його в 
останню дорогу Великоднім "Христос Воскресе". Він 
слухав співу, закрив очі й уже їх не відкрив. 
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Remnants of Ivan Mazepa’s 
palace excavated in Baturyn 


By Volodymyr Mezentsev, 
CIUS, Toronto 

Last summer, the Canada-Ukraine 
archaeological expedition con- 
ducted research in the town of 
Baturyn in Chernihiv oblast. From 
1669 to 1708 Baturyn was the capi- 
tal of the Kozak Hetmanate and the 
seat of the distinguished Kozak 
hetman Ivan Mazepa (1687-1709). 
It rivalled Kyiv and Chernihiv, the 
largest cities in central Ukraine. 
Baturyn’s rise was disrupted when 
Mazepa’s rebellion for the indepen- 
dence of the Hetmanate from Mus- 
covy was brutally suppressed by 
Tsar Peter I. In 1708 the Russian 
army seized and burned Baturyn and 
massacred between 11,000 and 
14,000 Kozaks and townspeople. 

Last year, excavations concen- 
trated on the site of Mazepa’s resi- 
dence in Honcharivka, a suburb of 
Baturyn. Before 1700, the hetman 
commissioned a fortified palatial 
complex there to house his private 
quarters, halls for official audiences, 
councils, and banquets, a library, ar- 
chives, and collections of portraits 
and rare weapons. 

Archaeological explorations of the 
debris of two structures of this com- 
plex in 2009 revealed that they were 
burned during the Muscovite as- 
sault. Researchers excavated the 
foundations of the main brick 
palace’s inner walls and remnants of 
stairs leading to its basement. They 
then prepared graphic reconstruc- 
tions of the building’s exterior. The 
palace measured 20 т. by 14.5 т. 
and had а basement with four rooms, 
three floors, and an attic. The front 
elevation was crowned with a pedi- 
ment and flanked by semi-columns 
with composite capitals. This is the 
earliest known multi-storey resi- 
dence in the Kozak state to have 
been built and decorated mainly in 
the Vilnius baroque style. The West- 
ern ornamentation of the palace was 
supplemented with elements of the 
Kyivan architectural school of the 
seventeenth and eighteenth centu- 
ries. Its entablature friezes were 
adorned with circular ceramic tiles 
featuring multicoloured glazed re- 
lief rosettes. This is an exclusive 
feature of early modern masonry 
structures in Kyiv and the Middle 
Dnipro region. 

The floors of Mazepa’s palace 
were paved with figured terra-cotta 
and blue-green glazed tiles. The 
heating stoves were revetted with 
fine tiles (kakhli) decorated with flo- 
ral relief patterns and images of an- 
gels with extended wings. This par- 
ticular representation of angels 
(putti), popular in Kozak or 
multicoloured glazing. 

In 2009, near the main palace, ar- 
chaeologists partly unearthed the 
remnants of a costly residence of the 
period. It had a basement 10 x 9.5 
m. in size and probably a larger 
masonry superstructure. Further ex- 
cavations are needed to determine 
its parameters, plan, and architec- 
tural design. 

Among the debris of both the pa- 
latial buildings in Honcharivka, 
fragmented ceramic plaques (41 x 
33.5 cm.) depicting Hetman 
Mazepa’s coat of arms have been 
found. Archaeologists have graphi- 
cally reconstructed the design of this 
heraldic plaque. It bears reliefs of a 
crescent with a human face, a star, 


yf 


Frontal and lateral (longitudinal) facades of the main palace of the Mazepa 


residence in Honcharivka, a suburb of Baturyn (before 1700). Reconstruc- 
tion by У. Mezentsev; drawing by 5. Dmytrienko, 2010. 


Glazed ceramic plaque with Ivan 
Mazepa’s coat of arms from the ex- 
terior embellishment of his palace 
in Baturyn (ca. 1700). Graphic re- 
construction by Yu. Sytyi, V. 
Mezentsev, and 5. Dmytrienko, 
2010. 


and а cross surrounded by baroque- 
style scrolling garlands. Around the 
heraldic symbols, there are six 
Cyrillic letters representing the ini- 
tials and abbreviated title of the 
owner: “Pan Ivan Mazepa, Het’ man 
Viis’*ka Zaporiz’koho” (Lord Tyan 
Mazepa, Hetman of the Zaporozhian 
Army). Some plaques are covered 
with blue, green, white, and yellow 
glazing, while others have a terra- 
cotta facing. They may have sur- 
mounted the portals of both palaces 
or have been arranged on their 
facades in series, like a frieze. 

This is a unique ceramic depiction 
of Mazepa’s coat of arms executed 
in shallow relief and employing poly- 
chrome glazing techniques. The or- 
nate fagade plaques and stove tiles 
of the Honcharivka palaces are re- 
markable examples of Ukrainian 
elite applied and heraldic arts. Spe- 
cialists believe that these details were 
fashioned by the best ceramists of the 
Kozak state, whom Mazepa brought 
to Baturyn from Kyiv. 

Excavations of the Trinity Cathe- 
dral cemetery within the former for- 
tress in 2008-9 established that 
some victims of the 1708 onslaught 
on Baturyn were buried there. Last 
summer, our expedition uncovered 
65 graves of the seventeenth and 
eighteenth centuries. Four of them 
contained casualties of this attack. 
These are skeletons of a middle- 
aged man and woman and teenag- 
ers with fatal fractures and musket 
bullet holes in their skulls. Skulls of 
women and a child bearing bullet 
holes were also found at this cem- 


etery, as well as in the graveyard of 


the Church of the Resurrection in the 


citadel in 2001 and 2008. The ar- 
chaeological discoveries in Baturyn 
have led some Russian historians to 
acknowledge that in 1708 tsarist 
troops slaughtered inhabitants of the 
town irrespective of age and sex. 
While excavating these graves and 
Mazepa’s villa, archaeologists un- 
earthed other artifacts of the 17th and 
18th centuries: a gilt copper icon of 
St. Nicholas produced at the Kyivan 
Cave Monastery, an iron decorative 
detail of a church chandelier, five 
silver and copper Polish coins, a 
fragment of an expensive Venetian 
wine glass with engraved floral pat- 
terns—part of the hetman’s refined 
imported tableware, and a carved 
bone ornament and button of local 
manufacture (of the type used by 
ordinary burghers). Near the citadel, 
many iron cannonballs fired by Rus- 
sian artillery during the shelling of 
the besieged town have been found. 
The 2009 Canada-Ukraine expedi- 
tion has yielded valuable archaeo- 
logical information about the archi- 
tectural design and ceramic embel- 
lishments of Mazepa’s most, ambi- 
tious palatial residence, as well as 
about the rise and fall of this capital 
of Kozak Ukraine. For ten years, the 
Canadian Institute of Ukrainian 
Studies (CIUS) at the University of 
Alberta, the Shevchenko Scientific 
Society of America (NTSh-A), and 
the Pontifical Institute of Mediaeval 
Studies (PIMS) at the University of 
Toronto have cosponsored this un- 
dertaking. Prof. Zenon Kohut, direc- 
tor of CIUS and an eminent histo- 
rian of the Hetmanate, heads the 
Baturyn project. Prof. Orest 
Popovych, president of NTSh-A, is 
its patron and academic advisor. Dr. 
Volodymyr Kovalenko (Chernihiv 
University) leads the expedition. Dr. 
Volodymyr Mezentsey (CIUS) is its 
associate leader and Canadian ex- 
ecutive project director. A noted his- 
torian of Kyivan Rus’, Prof. Martin 
Dimnik (PIMS), participates in the 
investigations of medieval Baturyn. 
Altogether 152 students and schol- 
ars from universities and museums 
of Chernihiv, Kyiv, Nizhyn, and 
Lviv, Toronto and Edmonton took 
part in the 2009 expedition. 
Excavations in Baturyn will con- 
tinue this summer. To support the 
project with donations, please con- 
tact Professor Zenon Kohut, direc- 
tor of CIUS (tel.: (780) 492-2973; 
zenon.kohut@ualberta.ca). For fur- 
ther information, please contact the 
author of this article (ІСІ: (416) 766- 
1408; v.mezentsev @utoronto.ca). 
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UGCC honours 
perished Polish chaplains 


(RISU)—April 19 the delegation of the Ukrainian Greek Catholic Church 
(UGCC), including Bishop Mikhail (Koltun), the head of the Department 
of Patriarchal Curia of UGCC on matters of Pastoral Care in the Power 
Structures of Ukraine, and Fr. Lubomyr Yavorskyi, deputy of the head of 
the department, took part in the solemn prayer for the deceased military 
chaplains of the Republic of Poland who perished in the plane crash near 
Smolensk. From the UGCC participating in the united prayer also took 
Bishop Volodymyr (Yuschak), Bishop of Wroclaw-Gdansk, and Greek 
Catholic military chaplains who in the military ordinariate of Poland make 
up a separate deanery. The farewell to the Field Bishop Tadeusz Ploski of 
the Military Ordinariate and Bishop Secretary Colonel Jan Osinski took 
place in the Warsaw Cathedral. On this occasion the head of delegation 
passed sincere sympathies in the prayer of the head of the UGCC Patri- 
arch Lubomyr. 

“We witnessed the unity of the entire Polish nation around this great 
tragedy. All the people were united and considered their value, their na- 
tional identity, their own conviction in the church and faith,” noticed Bishop 
Mikhail (Koltun). “In the chaplaincy’s ministry in UGCC we cooperate 
with the field ordinariate of Poland, and this feeling of solidarity in re- 
gards to the great tragedy gave us internal spiritual communication, soli- 
darity and sympathy which joined not only the military structures but also 
the faithful.” 

The funeral for the heads of Polish chaplaincy took place on the square 
before the Warsaw Cathedral of the Polish Army with the participation of 
anumber of foreign church delegations, Polish clergy, and officers of Polish 
Army. After the service Bishop Mikhail (Koltun) together with Bishop 
Volodymyr (Yuschak) and Bishop of Wroclaw-Gdansk of the UGCC, held 
a prayer service for the deceased in the Byzantium rite. The priests of 
UGCC participated in the service. 

In addition, Bishop Mikhail joined the prayer which the same day took 
place in the Orthodox Cathedral of Warsaw for the Orthodox military 
ordinariate Archbishop Miron Chodakowski. 

The delegation of the UGCC expressed regrets concerning the loss of 
the General Vicar of the Roman Catholic Church (RCC), chancellor of 
the military curia of the RCC, and all military clergy of Poland. “We had 
the chance to take part in the events during which public and church rep- 
resentatives and Polish officers discussed the necessity of chaplaincy ser- 
vice for the consolidation of the nation, for its spiritual acquisitions. From 
one side we felt the severe loss of Polish nation, and from other the soli- 
darity and awareness of how necessary chaplaincy is to solidify Christian 
values in the society and army,” reported Bishop Mikhail. 

In the air crash, which occurred on April 10 near Smolensk, perished 
Field Bishop Tadeusz Ploski of the Military Ordinariate, Bishop Secre- 
tary Colonel Jan Osinski, Archbishop Miron Chodakowski, Polish 
President’s Chaplain Roman Indrzejezyk, Adam Pilch, Evangelical battle- 
field chaplain for the Polish army, and also the priests Bronislaw 
Gostomski, Joseph Jonets, Zdislaw Krol, and Andzrej Kwasnik. 


School of Media 
Management to open at UCU 


(RISU)—The Foundation Press Center for Central-Eastern Europe (War- 
saw) and the Ukrainian Catholic University (Lviv) announced they are 
now accepting applications for the six-month module program “Eastern 
European School of Media Management.” The school will open on May 
14, reported RISU’s Ukrainian-language website April 22. 

The program of lectures and workshops will be conducted from May to 
November 2010 by distinguished Ukrainian and Polish journalists, edi- 
tors, managers of mass media, (particularly, co-founders and co-owners 
of the largest Polish mass media, an editorial concern Agora, radio net- 
work RMF-FM, TY-channel TVN, and others.) 

The program invites senior students and working journalists who would 
like to learn the basics of functioning and management of mass media. 
Editors of the Ukrainian mass media holding managerial positions will 
also be invited to take part in the workshops. 

The program is being implemented as part of the project to establish an 
eastern-European school of journalism of the Ukrainian Catholic Univer- 
sity and will be based at the Ukrainian Catholic University in Lviv. 

The organizers will cover the costs of the training, lodging, and meals 
of the participants. 

Applications accompanied by a letter of motivation and CV (of any 
form) can be sent to by the end of April. 

Inquiries: tel. 067 315-70-41, Coordinator: Volodymyr Pavliv 


Ukrainians against building 
monuments to Stalin 


(Interfax-Ukraine)— Most Ukrainians are against an initiative to build 
monuments to Soviet-era dictator Joseph Stalin, according to a survey 
conducted by the Sociological Service of Razumkovy Center on April 14- 
21. 

A total of 2,009 respondents aged over 18 from all Ukrainian regions 
participated in the survey. The poll’s margin of error is 2.3%, The survey 
showed that 56.7% of Ukrainians had negative feelings about the initia- 
tive to erect monuments to Stalin in Ukrainian cities, and only 9.6% had a 
positive attitude to this. The rest of respondents were either indifferent to 
this idea (19.5%), or failed to answer (14.2%). 


Ву Pavel Korduban 

(Jamestown Foundation) — Ukrainian Presi- 
dent, Viktor Yanukovych, promised his US 
counterpart, Barack Obama, to renounce the 
nation’s stockpile of highly enriched uranium 
(HEU) during their meeting on the fringes of 
the nuclear security summit in Washington on 
April 12. In return, Washington offered finan- 
cial and technical assistance, in particular 
$250 million to enhance security at the de- 
commissioned Chernoby! nuclear plant. The 
agreement was touted as a great success by 
the government. However, the nationalist op- 
position lambasted the uranium deal as a be- 
trayal of national interests. 

Ukraine’s stockpile of HEU amounts to 
some 90 kilos kept at nuclear research cen- 
ters in Kyiv, Sevastopol and Kharkiv. This 
would be enough to make several nuclear 
warheads, according to Ukrainian people’s 
deputy and energy expert, Oleksandr 
Hudyma. Officially, this was a voluntary 
move designed to make it harder for terror- 
ists to obtain fissile material for use in build- 
ing a nuclear bomb. Deputy Prime Minister, 
Volodymyr Semynozhenko, whose remit in- 
cludes science, said that Ukraine would work 
more closely with the US in nuclear technolo- 
gies as a result of the agreement. 

Ukrainian Foreign Minister, Kostyantyn 
Hryshchenko, said that HEU should be trans- 
ported to Russia, while Ukraine would receive 
in exchange low enriched uranium for scien- 
tific studies from Russia and the US. He also 
said that Ukraine needed “the most modern 
and unique equipment” for nuclear research. 
Among Yanukovych’s other achievements 
during the Washington summit, Hryshchenko 
listed Obama’s promise to support financial 
stabilization in Ukraine and an agreement that 
US Secretary of State, Hillary Clinton, will 
visit Kyiv in the summer. 

Opinions about the HEU agreement were 
less enthusiastic outside the main ruling Party 
of Regions. Parliamentary, Speaker 
Volodymyr Lytvyn, whose eponymous bloc 
is a junior member of the ruling coalition, said 
on the parliamentary TV channel that the in- 
ternational community would not have al- 
lowed Ukraine to keep HEU anyway, but he 
suggested that it must demand tangible com- 
pensation. “The question is what Ukraine will 
receive for this,” he said. Liberal politician, 
Arseny Yatsenyuk, who came fourth among 
18 candidates in the first round of the presi- 
dential election in January, opined that 
Yanukovych “paid” with HEU for the West’s 
positive attitude. He suggested that the West 
should first solve the problems of Iran, North 


Korea and terrorism, and recalled that Ukraine 
renounced its nuclear arsenal in the 1990’s 
“under pressure from Russia and the US”. 

The nationalist opposition was very un- 
happy with the government’s intention to 
abandon HEU. Their main argument is that 
domestic science would be damaged and that 
the West must give Ukraine additional secu- 
rity guarantees. People’s deputy Taras Stetskiv 
compared relations with the US in the nuclear 
field to "а one-way street.” He recalled that 
Ukraine renounced the nuclear weapons in- 
herited from the USSR in exchange for the 
Budapest Memorandum signed by Russia and 
the US in 1994. It was meant to contain secu- 
rity guarantees, but did not, according to 
Stetskiv. He also said that the US failed to 
compensate Kyiv for its agreement in the late 
1990’s not to build a nuclear plant in Iran. 

People’s deputy Andry Paruby, who is close 
to former President Viktor Yushchenko, accused 
Yanukovych of betraying the country’s national 
interests. He also noted that Ukraine “did not 
receive any official security guarantees”. Oleh 
Tyahnybok, the leader of the far-right Freedom 
party, was the most outspoken. He called the 
renunciation of HEU “treason,” explaining that 
“the government nonchalantly eliminated even 
the possibility of the resumption of Ukraine’s 
nuclear status which could become a security 
guarantee.” He predicted that Ukrainian univer- 
sities would stop training nuclear specialists and 
lose its scientific potential in the field. 

Yulia Tymoshenko, striving to lead a united 
opposition since her defeat in the presiden- 
tial election, repeated most of Tyahnybok’s 
arguments in a statement she released several 
days later. Tymoshenko said that although she 
supports international nuclear disarmament 
and anti-terrorism efforts, the HEU agreement 
was detrimental to the country’s national in- 
terests. Tymoshenko argued that Ukraine 
would never let terrorists steal its HEU as 
there are sufficient control mechanisms, and 
that “a country that has HEU has more weight 
in international relations.” She pledged to sub- 
mit to parliament a bill that would ban HEU 
export, so it would be impossible for 
Yanukovych to keep his promise. 

Yanukovych’s Spokeswoman, Hanna 
Herman, reacted by jokingly suggesting that 
only Bin Laden could be Tymoshenko’s ally 
internationally after issuing such a statement. 
She suggested that Tymoshenko’s statement 
was not carefully thought through. Her threat 
should not be overestimated, as the pro- 
Yanukovych coalition controls a strong ma- 
jority in parliament and her bill, if submitted, 
would most likely be rejected. 


Opposition see biased media 


(RFE/RL)— Ukrainian opposition figures 
are urging a popular talk show to invite op- 
position leader Yulia Tymoshenko as a guest, 
RFE/RL’s Ukrainian Service reports. 

A letter signed by 11 Ukrainian political 
leaders was sent to the Inter television station 
on April 14. It accuses Yevgeny Kiselov, the 
moderator of the TV show “Big Politics,” of 
ignoring Tymoshenko, the former prime min- 
ister who finished second in February’s presi- 
dential election. 

“Tymoshenko has not been invited to the 
show since [the election] in which she gained 
45 percent of the vote,” the letter states. 

Kiselov told RFE/RL that he is away from 
Kyiv and not familiar with the details of the 
Opposition’s criticism. The next “Big Politics” 
will be broadcast on April 16. 

Earlier that week, Tymoshenko accused the 
governing Party of Regions of curbing press 
freedom in the country. The government re- 
jected the allegation. 

Party of Regions member Olena Bondarenko, 
who 15 on the parliament’s press freedom com- 
mittee, told RFE/RL that it is up to Kiselov to 
decide who he wants on his show. 

“What [important] reason does Mrs. 
Tymoshenko have to appear on that pro- 

gram?” Bondarenko asked. “Who is she now? 


She is not even the prime minister or the leader 
of the shadow government.” She said it would 
be more interesting to see Serhiy Sobolev, the 
shadow prime minister, on “Big Politics.” 

Bondarenko added that in her view the 
Opposition’s demands on Inter should be соп- 
sidered as pressure on the TV channel. 

Our Ukraine deputy Yuri Stets, who is also 
on the press freedom committee, told RFE/ 
RL he increasingly sees more “censored” in- 
terviews on Ukrainian TV in which politicians 
answer questions that they have been given 
in advance. 

Ukrainian media analyst Otar Dovzhenko 
told RFE/RL there are legitimate reasons to 
believe that the new government and media 
owners in Ukraine have agreed to coordinate 
their information policy. He said that under 
such circumstances journalists are often 
forced into self censorship and thereby dis- 
tort reality. 

The ownership structure of Inter, which is 
the most popular TV channel in Ukraine, is 
not entirely clear. 

Some media experts told RFE/RL the edi- 
torial policy of the channel is influenced by 
Valery Khoroshkovsky, one of Inter’s own- 
ers and currently the head of the country’s se- 
curity service. 
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‘Opposition slams Yanukovych |Ukraine’s old-new siloviki 
for promising to renounce 


highly enriched uranium 


By Taras Kuzio 

(Jamestown Foundation)—The 2006 con- 
stitution, like its 1996 predecessor, gives the 
president the right to appoint the Foreign and 


‘| Defense Ministers, Security Service of 


Ukraine (SBU) chairman, Prosecutor-General 
and National Security and Defense Council 
(NRBO) secretary. Candidates for the first 
four positions are put to parliament for ap- 
proval. 

Neither of the two Tymoshenko govern- 
ments had a deputy prime minister tasked with 
coordinating the siloviki, unlike the second 
Viktor Yanukovych and Nikolai Azarov goy- 
ernments. Volodymyr Sivkovych reportedly 
‘has close ties to Russian intelligence ser- 
vices’, parliamentary committee on national 
security and defence head Anatoliy Grytsenko 
commented. Sivkovych excelled in 2004 and 
2008-2009 in heading parliamentary investi- 
gations that concluded there was no poison- 
ing of Yushchenko and that suggestions to this 
effect were part of the ‘US conspiracy” be- 
hind the Orange Revolution. 

Four of the siloviki have remained in place 
from the Viktor Yushchenko era. Oleksandr 
Medvedko, with his career beginning in 
Donetsk, has been a long serving but com- 
pletely ineffectual Prosecutor-General — and 
therefore will be left in his position by the 
new administration. As Peter Byrne wrote in 
the Kyiv Post, ‘the General Prosecutors Of- 
fice of Ukraine is where criminal cases go to 
linger and die, not get solved’. 

Raisa Bohatyriova was appointed NRBO 
Secretary in December 2007 only four days 
after parliament voted for Yulia Tymoshenko’s 
candidacy as prime minister. The timing was 
not a coincidence as Yushchenko sought to 


again misuse the NRBO as a counter-weight 


to the government. 

Prior to the NRBO, Bohatyriova was head 
of the Party of Regions faction and was ex- 
pelled from the Party of Regions for disagree- 
ing with Yanukovych’s support for separat- 
ism in Georgia. 

Bohatyriova is aligned with the pragmatic- 
oligarch wing of the Party of Regions. As 
Komentarii wrote on its front cover 
“Akhmetov loses out to Yanukovych’ with the 
oligarchs under-represented in the presiden- 
tial administration and government. 

The administration and government are 
dominated instead by ideologically anti-or- 
ange (Azarov) and gas lobbies (presidential 
head Serhiy Liovochkin). The former seek 
revenge for betrayal and personal humiliation 
in Orange Revolution (Yanukovych still be- 
lieves he won the 2004 elections in a free and 
fair vote). 

Meanwhile, the latter seek two steps. 

First, a return to the 2002-2008 era when 
opaque gas intermediaries (Eural-Trans Gas, 
RosUkrEnergo) netted them billions each year 
in corrupt profits. 

Second, RUE co-owner Dmytro Firtash 
seeks compensation through shares in the pro- 
posed gas consortium for confiscated gas es- 
timated at $2 billion. The domination of these 
two wings of the Party of Regions is leading 
to a return to the authorities-opposition con- 
flict lines in Kuchma’s second term. 

The Yanukovych-Azarov administration 
will be tougher towards the opposition and 
more willing to use force than was Kuchma. 
And, herein lies the importance of the SBU 
and Interior Ministry (MVS). 

The SBU’s new chairman, Valery 
Khoroshkovsky, is a third holdover from the 
Yushchenko era whose appointment was op- 
posed by six out of ten members of parlia- 
ments committee on national security and de- 
fense. Committee head Grytsenko earlier op- 
posed Khoroshkovsky’s appointment as First 
Deputy Chairman which was seen as a per- 
sonal affront by Yushchenko. One of the first 
political steps Khoroshkovsky took was to 
send SBU Alpha spetsnaz to raid Naftohaz 


Ukrainy in March 2009 in support for 
Firtash’s claim over confiscated gas. 

As the Razumkov Centre’s Natsionalna 
Bezpeka I Oborona points out this was the 
first of two big interventions by the SBU into 
politics during the Yushchenko era. The sec- 
ond was the preparation by the deputy head 
of the presidential secretariat Andriy 
Kyslynskyi of a 300-page dossier on 
Tymoshenko’s alleged ‘treason’. The dossier 
did not provide evidence of ‘treason’ but had 
two major ramifications. 

First, it was released in early August 2008 
and undermined the ability of the democratic 
coalition to forge a united front on Russia’s 
invasion of Georgia that month which in turn 
led to the collapse of the coalition the follow- 
ing month. 

Second, it sowed seeds of mistrust among 
the nationalist electorate of Galicia in 
Tymoshenko. In the 2010 elections, 
Yushchenko called upon Ukrainians to not 
vote for Tymoshenko or Yanukovych in the 
second round because they were both “Mos- 
cow projects’, a call that indirectly led to 
Yanukovych’s victory. Some of Yushchenko’s 
5 percent vote heeded his call and 
Tymoshenko was defeated by only 3.48 per- 
cent. 

As with Khoroshkovsky, Kyslynskyi was 
promoted to deputy SBU chairman but, un- 
like him, lasted only a few months after a scan- 
dal erupted over his forged University degrees 
showing he had no higher education. 
Kyslynsky’s positions in the secretariat and 
SBU showed how political appointments re- 
quire no security vetting. 

55 year old Interior Minister Anatoliy 
Mohylyoy originates in Donetsk, as do 10 of 
the 29 ministers, and headed the Crimean 
Yanukovych election campaign. His three 
year term in the Crimea includes insider 
privatization and land corruption scandals as 
well as conflict with the Tatar community. 
Mohylyov spoke in support of the 1944 de- 
portation of Crimean Tatars which has led to 
a court case on incitement of ethnic hatred 
initiated by Tatar Majlis leader Mustafa 
Dzhemilyev. 

Oleksandr Kuzmuk, a discredited former 
Defense Minister, was the favorite to be given 
this position but instead went to Mikhail 
Yezhel. Grytsenko believes that 57-year old 
Yezhel, a fourth carry over from the 
Yushchenko era, will not bring ‘strategic 
thinking’ to the Defense Ministry (MO) and 
he will not conduct reforms as his experience 
is limited to the navy. *Yezhel’s business in- 
terests will most likely prevail over his task 
of reforming the Armed Forces of Ukraine’. 

In 1996-2001, Yezhel served as Ukraine’s 
deputy defense minister and commander of 
the Ukrainian Navy but was dismissed by 
Kuchma in 2003 after a scandal over em- 
bezzled state assets and poor living and work- 
ing in conditions for naval personnel. Ironi- 
cally, in February 2008, Defense Minister 
Yuriy Yekhanuroy, a Yushchenko loyalist, 
appointed Yezhel as chief inspector of the 
MO. 

Yezhel’s appointment will aim to ‘rally 
public support for the extension of the lease 
for Russia’s Crimea-based Black Sea Fleet 
beyond 2017" due to his close ties to the Black 
Sea Fleet and support for joint collaboration 
with the Ukrainian navy. Yezhel’s appoint- 
ment, like Foreign Minister Kostiantyn 
Hryshchenko, was lobbied by Moscow. 

Ukraine’s siloviki include four from the 
Yushchenko era (NRBO, Prosecutor-General, 
SBU, MO) and three who were lobbied by 
Russia (MO, Foreign Ministry and 
Sivkovych). Russian intelligence influence 
over the siloviki through ideological, business 
and personal ties is extensive constituting a 
threat to Ukraine’s continued cooperation with 
NATO and a negative impact on security re- 
forms. 


Poisoning investigation leader quits 


(Ukrainian Journal) — The leader of a team 
investigating the poisoning of Viktor 
Yushchenko resigned due to pressure from 
senior prosecutors, a newspaper reported April 
20, citing a person familiar with the situation. 


Halyna Klymovych submitted the resigna- 
tion due to the “created conditions that make 
it impossible to continue the investigation,” 
Ukrayinska Pravda reported, citing the per- 
son. 
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Klitschko re-enters political ring| Pynzenyk: Yanukovych 


| Sports delaying key reforms 


Former world boxing champion Vitali Klitschko an- 
nounced April 25 the launch of a new political party to 
reform Ukraine, giving it the feisty name of “UDAR”, 
an acronym which means a “punch”, reports Agence 
France Presse. 

ЗТ am used to achieving my goals, I am convinced 
that this will be the case not only in the field of sports 
but also in politics,” Klitschko said in a statement. 

“With a strong and well-aimed ‘punch’, I am ready 
to knock down the wall between society and the au- 
thorities which is blocking the development of 
Ukraine,” he said. 

The heavyweight WBC champion did not indicate 
the political leanings of his party UDAR, whose full 
name is the Ukrainian Democratic Alliance for Reform. 


During the former Soviet state’s Orange Revolution 
in 2004, Klitschko supported pro-West former presi- 
dent Viktor Yushchenko against the current head of 
state, Viktor Yanukovych, elected earlier this year and 
considered pro-Russian. 

Klitschko, 38, however is not a newcomer to poli- 
tics. Nicknamed “Dr. Iron Fist”, because of his doctor- 
ate in sports and as one of the few champions never to 
have been knocked down in his career, did however hit 
the mat twice in Kyiv politics, failing in his bid to be 
elected the capital’s mayor in 2006 and 2008. 


Australia sweeps Ukraine in Fed Cup 


Australia has completed a 5-0 clean sweep of its ten- 
nis Fed Cup tie against Ukraine to seal its promotion to 
the World Group, reports Agence France Presse. 

Rennae Stubbs and Anastasia Rodionova beat twins 
Lyudmyla and Nadiya Kichenok 6-2, 6-7 (2-7), 6-1 on 
indoor clay in Kharkiv in a dead doubles rubber April 
26, after Samantha Stosur had sealed the tie. 

Stosur beat Lyudmyla Kichenok 7-6 (7-4), 6-3 in the 
first reverse singles rubber to give Australia an unas- 
sailable 3-0 advantage. 

Alicia Molik then defeated Mariya Koryttseva 2-6, 
6-25 /-5. 

April 25, Rodionova won the opening singles match 
against Ukraine’s top player, Alona Bondarenko and 
Stosur beat Koryttseva in the second singles rubber. 

Australian captain Dave Taylor was full of praise for 
his team. 

“I’m very, very pleased with the girls, they’ ve done 
Australia proud,” Taylor said. 

“Tt was a bit of a challenge ahead of us getting here, 
but they showed a lot of team spirit.” 


There had been concerns before the tie that the play- 
ers would not reach Ukraine in time amid flight delays 
caused by the volcanic ash cloud from Iceland and Tay- 
lor did not arrive until the day before the tie. 

But all reached their destination unscathed to put on 
a dominant performance. 

Taylor was particularly pleased with Rodionova’s 
debut after she set her adopted country on course for 
success on day one. 

The Russian-born Rodionova fought back from a set 
and a game down to beat Bondarenko, who is ranked 
71 places higher at number 25. 

“That really was a big kick in the guts to them,” Tay- 
lor said. 

“They were definitely counting on Alona winning that 
match. For Anastasia to come back from losing the first 
seven games, that really knocked the wind out of her 
sails.” 

Bondarenko had been due to meet Stosur in the first 
reverse singles rubber but withdrew because of a foot 
injury. 


Puchkov prepares for final Tavriya push 


By Igor Linnyk 

(UEFA)—Having played in Europe with FC Dnipro 
Dnipropetrovsk and FC Chornomorets Odesa, Serhiy 
Puchkov is now chasing a UEFA Europa League spot 

» as SC Tavriya Simferopol coach. Read more 

Back in 1985, Sergei Puchkov was a member of the 
FC Dnipro Dnipropetrovsk side that reached the quar- 
ter-finals of the European Champion Clubs’ Cup, only 
to lose out to Aimé Jacquet’s FC Girondins de Bor- 
deaux on penalties. 

He would later play in the UEFA Cup with both 
Dnipro and FC Chornomorets Odesa, and his final 
match as a player in UEFA club competition came in 
the autumn of 1990, when a George Weah goal gave 
Arséne Wenger’s AS Monaco FC a 1-0 aggregate vic- 
tory in a UEFA Cup second round tie. It is fair to say 
that Europe has haunted him ever since. 

Continental competition looked a distant dream as 
recently as three years ago, however, when Puchkov 
was still coaching in the Ukrainian third division. That 
all began to change when he took the reins of SC Таугіуа 
Simferopol in September 2008, and he now finds him- 
self with two chances of leading the club into the UEFA 
Europa League as the Ukrainian Premier League sea- 
son winds down. 

Through to the Ukrainian Cup final for the first time 
since 1994, Tavriya — the first champions of post-So- 
viet Ukraine — also lie sixth in the league table with 
five fixtures remaining. A 6-1 win at FC Arsenal Kyiv 
at the weekend ended arun of three league games with- 


out a win for the club, and Puchkov is understandably 
taking aim at Europe. 

“Our goal 15 to play in the Europa League,’\ he ех- 
plained. “To do that, we either have to win the cup or 
to finish in the top five in the league. There are still six 
weeks to go before we take on Metalurh Donetsk in 
the final. We have to concentrate on the league now so 
that we can go into the final with a place in Europe 
already confirmed.” 

Having collected just one away victory in the autumn, 
Tavriya have turned a corner this spring, winning three 
away games in the league and beating FC Volyn Lutsk 
on their travels in the cup semi-finals. “We are trying 
to get the maximum, wherever we play,” said Puchkov. 
“We had been unlucky away, but hard work and desire 
have brought us results.” 

A Soviet champion with Dnipro in 1983 and 1988, 
Puchkov was ап Under-21 international as well as a 
USSR Cup winner in 1989, and his experience contin- 
ues to serve him well. “The lads are an open book to 
me; I know how they feel and what they are up against,” 
he said. “Sometimes I have to be patient, sometimes 
tough, but I have a great rapport with them all.” 

That strong relationship remains a key feature of the 
Crimean outfit’s squad. “I don’t want to single anyone 
out,” said the former central defender. “We are a team, 
a unit, where everyone is ready to help everyone else. 
Of course, we haye leaders who can decide matches, 
but fighting spirit is still the main factor behind our 
success.” 


Ex-KGB agent becomes deputy head 
of National Agency for Euro 2012 


(Interfax-Ukraine) —Oleksand Birsan was appointed 
deputy head of the National Agency for preparing and 
holding the Euro 2012 European Football 
Championship’s finals, reads the posting on the 
government’s Web site on April 28. 

From July 2009 until April 2010, Birsan headed the 
State Guard Department. He started service in the KGB 
of the soviet Ukraine in 1982. He also headed the per- 
sonal guard of President Leonid Kuchma, headed by 


the Alpha special taskforce of the Security Service, etc. 

On April 20, President Viktor Yanukovych dismissed 
Birsan as chief of the State Guard Department and ap- 
pointed him as security issues supervisor at the agency 
on preparation for the Euro 2012. 

In addition, the Cabinet of Ministers appointed Alim 
Andriyevsky deputy head of the National Agency for 
Euro 2012. 


(Ukrainian Journal) — President 
Viktor Yanukovych’s government is 
delaying important economic re- 
forms and seeking to rely on bor- 
rowing to meet a huge budget defi- 
cit this year, Viktor Pynzenyk, a 
former finance minister, said April 
18. 

Pynzenyk, who saw the draft 2010 
budget, said the government may 
face a hidden budget deficit of 150 
billion hryvnias in 2010, up from 
100 billion hryvnias in 2009. 

“The situation is worsening,” 
Pynzenyk said in an interview with 
TVi. “This is a dead end.” 

Pynzenyk quit the government of 
then-Prime Minister Yulia 
Tymoshenko in February 2009 in 
disagreement with her policy of wid- 
ening the budget deficit. 

But Pynzenyk said the govern- 
ment led by Prime Minister Mykola 
Azarov is making the same mistake 
by seeking to borrow more and re- 
fusing to cut spending. 

The comment comes days after 
Iryna Akimova, the top economic 
aide to Yanukovych, said that 
Ukraine plans to continue to rely on 
borrowing from the International 
Monetary Fund through the end of 
2012. 

The government seeks the IMF to 
resume its $16.4 billion loan to 
Ukraine, which was suspended in 
November 2008 due to the failure 
to approve the 2010 budget. 

The government seeks to receive 
at least $5 billion from the IMF im- 
mediately to bridge the budget defi- 
cit this year. 

IMF Managing Director Domin- 
ique Strauss-Kahn, at a meeting with 
Yanukovych.in Washington the pre- 
vious week, said the lending may be 
resumed after the government ap- 
proves 2010 budget with sound bud- 
get deficit. 

Pynzenyk said the budget deficit 
problem was so bad that simply in- 
creasing borrowing will not solve it, 
and attempts should be made to cut 
spending. 

“You can’t find the answer to the 
problem in the area of revenue,” 


Pynzenyk said. “I don’t see actions 
aimed at cutting spending.” 

“This creates a dangerous situation 
when debt is producing [more] debt, 
and the servicing of the debt requires 
very large funds,” he said. 

He said in 2010 Ukraine will have 
to spend on servicing the debt the 
amount that is twice as big as the 
country spends on defence. 

Pynzenyk said the government’s 
efforts to lower the price of Russian 
natural gas this year will not save 
the situation. 

Ukraine is in talks with Russia 
since March 5 seeking to lower natu- 
ral gas prices, to about $200 per 
1,000 cubic meters, down from 
about $330/1,000 cu m. 

“This doesn’t eliminate the bud- 
get deficit,” Pynzenyk said. “Last 
year there was an average price of 
gas at $230/1,000 cu m. Let’s as- 
sume there will be the same price 
this year: the problem doesn’t go 
anywhere.” 

Pynzenyk called on the govern- 
ment to launch economic reforms, 
and said little had been done so far. 

“On the one hand, little time 
passed, but the situation is such that 
it requires decisions,” Pynzenyk 
said. “I don’t see those decisions so 
far.” 

Two weeks earlier Pynzenyk 
praised the government’s decision to 
eliminate about 45 billion hryvnias 
in state guarantees on loans to be 
taken by private companies. 

The practice fuels corruption as a 
well-connected private company 
borrows the money and then de- 
faults on the loan, forcing the goy- 
ernment to pay it back. 

“This is the way of pocketing 
money,’ Pynzenyk said, adding that 
when he recently checked the draft 
2010 budget, he saw the same 45 
billion hryvnias in guarantees. 

“The only difference is that obvi- 
ously the guarantees will be issued 
to other [well-connected compa- 
nies],” Pynzenyk said. 


President signs long-awaited budget bill 


(RFE/RL)— Ukrainian President Viktor Yanukovych on April 29 signed 
a long-awaited national budget bill, which plans for increased spending 


and a renewal of foreign credits. 


The legislation passed by parliament on April 28 plans almost $41 bil- 
lion of government spending in fiscal year 2010, an almost 19 percent 
increase over 2009 spending. The allowed budget deficit was $7.3 billion, 
or 5.3 percent of expected 2010 GDP. 

International Monetary Fund (IMF) officials have made the passage of 
a budget bill with a 6 percent budget deficit or less a key condition for 


obtaining further IMF financing. 


Deputy Prime Minister Serhiy Tihipko, meanwhile, said that an IMF 
mission will visit Ukraine next month for talks on a new credit program. 
Tihipko was speaking on his return from a week of talks in Washington 


with IMF officials. 


The IMF in October 2009 froze an emergency $16.4 billion credit pro- 
gram to Ukraine, citing Kyiv’s unwillingness to cut budget deficits and 
remove state price supports to energy. 


IMF calls for details on fiscal reforms 


(Ukrainian Journal) —The International Monetary Fund needs more in- 
formation on the government’s budget and fiscal reforms before deciding 
on a new multibillion dollar lending program to Ukraine, a senior IMF 


official said, April 27. 


ohn Lipsky, the first deputy managing director at the IMF, said discus- 
sions with the government will continue in “coming weeks” when an IMF 


team returns to Kyiv for more talks. 


Ukraine will seek to secure a new $12 billion lending program from 
the International Monetary Fund that will last for the next 2.5 years, Deputy 
Prime Minister Serhiy Tihipko said April 20. 

That is the first time a government official has disclosed the amount of 
money that Ukraine seeks to borrow from the IMF through the end of 
2012 to support economic recovery after 15% contraction in 2009. 
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Demonstration outside the Verkhovna Rada, April 27. 


Chaos erupts as Rada 
ratifies Black Sea deal 


Cont. from Page 1 


deal, signed by Yanukovych and his Russian counter- 
part Dmitry Medvedev on April 21. In return for the 
extension, Moscow pledged to cut by 30 percent the 
price cash-strapped Ukraine pays for Russian natural 
gas. 

Speaking at the rally, Tymoshenko said the day would 
“go down as a black page” in Ukraine’s history. She 
called for a mass opposition protest outside parliament 
on May 11 to force early elections and oust 
Yanukovych. 

“Our unification can bring about a new majority in 
parliament and a new president in Ukraine — not in 
five years, not in three, not even in two, but relatively 
quickly,” she said. 

She also called for the creation of a special “com- 
mittee to save Ukraine” in parliament, universities, and 
workplaces across the country. 

“The committee to,save Ukraine can have only one 
slogan: There is no Price on Crimean land,” she said. 
“Ukraine is not for sale. There is no price on our strate- 
gic areas of development. Ukraine is not for sale!” 

Speaking on a visit to Norway April 27, Medvedev 
hailed the Ukrainian/vote as a victory for common 
sense. 

“Tam very happy about it,” he said. “It shows that 
common sense has prevailed and Ukraine’s strategic 
interests have also prevailed over emotions of the mo- 


ment, which were manifested in the 
form of various noisy effects and 
other ways of demonstrating one’s 
convictions.” 

In the Russian vote, 410 deputies 
in the 450-seat Duma supported the 
accord. 

Thousands protest Russia fleet deal 

Three days earlier everal thousand 
Ukrainians rallied in front of parlia- 
ment to protest again allowing Rus- 
sia to keep its navy in Ukraine’s 
Crimea for another 25 years. 

Tymoshenko told the rally that all 
Opposition forces must unite to re- 
sist the deal. 

The protesters, many from oppo- 
sition parties, held banners with slo- 
gans such as “No to the destruction 
of national sovereignty” and “Out 
with the Russian Black Sea Fleet.” 

Several hundred counter-protest- 
ers rallied nearby in support of Presi- 
dent Viktor Yanukovych. 

A senior official in Ukraine’s rul- 
ing coalition earlier April 24 criti- 
cized Yanukovych for concluding 
the deal “behind closed doors.” 

Deputy Prime Minister for eco- 
nomic policy Serhiy Tihipko told AP 
that secret negotiations are “not 


what the Ukrainian people want.” 

Russia’s Black Sea Fleet has been based in Crimea 
since the reign of Catherine the Great in the 18th cen- 
tury. But when Ukraine gained independence follow- 
ing the breakup of the Soviet Union, Moscow agreed 
to withdraw the fleet in 2017. 

Medvedev announced the agreement April 21 after 
talks with Yanukovych in Kharkiv. 

“Russia needed certainty about its navy base stationed 
{in Crimea] and now we have that certainty. We have 
signed an agreement that extends the stay of the Rus- 
sian base on Ukrainian territory for another 25 yeats,” 
Medvedev said. 

Medvedey also explained the details of the gas ге- 
bate Ukraine will receive: “Our Ukrainian partners will 
get a $100 discount on the price of gas if the price is 
higher than $330 per 1,000 cubic meters, or a 30-per- 
cent discount if the price is lower [than $330].” 

The deals, which Yanukovych hailed as “unprec- 
edented in the history” of Ukrainian-Russian relations, 
are a clear signal of the warming ties between the two 
countries after years of hostility. 

Moscow had been unable to win a lease extension 
from Yanukovych’s predecessor, Western-leaning 
Viktor Yushchenko, who perceived the Russian fleet 
as a hostile presence on Ukrainian soil. 

Ukraine’s new government, in turn, badly needed a 
Russian gas discount to secure the resumption of a credit 
from the International Monetary Fund that is vital to 
helping the nation’s battered economy recover from the 
global downturn. 

Signalling the importance of the talks, Ukrainian 
Prime Minister Mykola Azarov had met his Russian 
counterpart Vladimir Putin in Moscow on April 20 to 
finalize issues. 
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Yulia Tymoshenko addresses the rally. 


